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LO9O THE C 


Mr. F. A. CONKLING., Is the question divisi- 
ble? 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair cannotsee how 


it cun be divided. 








Mr. PENDLETON. I desire to submit a re- | 


mark or two in regard to this amendment. I do 
not know whether I am in order now. 

The CHAIRMAN. If the gentleman desires 
to oppose the amendment offered by the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, he will be in order. 

Mr. PENDLETON. I would be very glad if 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 


Means would so modify his motion as that we | 


may have a separate vote on these two proposi- 


tions with which he proposes we shall non-con- | 


cur, 

Mr. STEVENS. This came to us as one amend- 
mentof the Senate, and I do not see how it can be 
divided, If it goes back to a committee of con- 
ference, it can be arranged in that way. 

Mr. PENDLETON. I trust, Mr. Chairman, 
if it is impossible to have a vote on these amend- 
ments separately, that we shall take such a course 
in sumac to them as that we may geta specific 
vote on the appropriation to build a jail in this 
District. I am as much opposed as anybody can 
be to this very vicious system of legislation which 
the Senate has adopted of putting on appropria- 
tion bills sent to them from the House amend- 
ments which would not be legitimate here, and 
could not be ingrafted on the bills if offered here. 
But as | see no prospect, either by a bill from the 
Committee for the District of Columbia, or other- 
wise, of taking steps to remove what I think a 
nuisance in the city, a burning and lasting disgrace 
to the District of Columbia, to the city that toler- 
ates it and to the Congress that tolerates it, I hope 
we may have an opportunity now, even in this 
objectionable manner, to vote on the proposition 
to erect here a new jail. I visited this jail on one 
occasion when I was called there on business, and 
was shocked to see the condition in which pris- 
oners of all grades, of both sexes, of all colors, 
charged with all crimes, are kept there, after con- 
vicuon and before conviction. It isa place as bad 
as the black hole of Calcutta. No citizen of the 
United States should be kept there for an hour. I 
do not hesitate to say, in my place here, that | 
should prefer that there would be a general jail 
delivery, and that every man in the jail should be 
turned outon the community, than that they should 
be kept there twenty-four hours longer. I know 
that gentlemen complain about this jail—some 
who have not seen it, some because fugitive slaves 
are keptthere, Isay,sir, that for all men, whether 
charged with crime or convicted of crime, whether 
fugitive slaves or not, it is a burning disgrace to 
Congress that the jail is allowed here, under the 
very eaves of the Capitol, to be continued day 
after day and month after month, as it has been. 
i therefore hope that we will have an opportunity 
now, as | see no prospect of any other chance, to 
vote upon the amendment of the Senate, and com- 
mence, at least, the removal of this nuisance from 
our midst. 


Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. Is debate on this 
amendment exhausted ? 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. As thegentleman 
who moved the amendment did not speak in sup- 
port of it, if he will allow me I will support it. 

‘The CHAIRMAN. Under the parliamentary 
rule, the gentleman from Pennsylvania is regarded 


as having waived his right to support the amend- 
ment. 


Mr. ROSCOECONKLING. Isanotheramend- 
ment in order now? 

Mr. STEVENS. I understand that the report 
of the Committee of Ways and Means ought to 
be modified. I move to strike out of the Senate 
amendment all in reference to the jail, and to in- 
sert what has been reported from the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I move to amend 
the amendment, by adding to it the last part of 
what is stricken out, I do so for the purpose of 
saying that I concur with the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Pewpieron] in much that he hassaid with re- 
gard to the inhumanity suffered at the jail by those 
accused of crimes, and the inhumanity practiced 
on those accused of no crimes at all; and I under- 
stand that a good many of the latter are inmates 
of this jail. I differ, however, Mr. Chairman, 
with the gentleman from Ohio as to the hope that 











he expresses that Congress will, as an amendment 
to this bill, or in any other way, abate what he 
deems a nuisance. [ do not believe there can be 
found on the map of the world another such mu- 
nicipal mendicantas the city of Washington. Con- 
gress paves the streets; and as far as Congress 
paves them they are paved, and no further, if you 
except two short patches of pavement on Seventh 
street and C street. As far as Congress lights the 
streets, they arelighted. As faras Congress drains 
the streets, they are drained, and not much fur- 
ther. We furnish their hospitals, their jails, their 
asylums, their water works, and nearly every- 
thing else that partakes of public convenience and 
accommodation. And why? Why, in the name 
of common sense, does not the city of Washington 
have a suitable jail in which to shut up the pick- 
pockets, the shoulder-hitters,the robbersand burg- 
lars of the city of Washington? Why should not 
Washington maintain a jail? If Federal prisoners 
are confined there, just as the General Govern- 
ment pays the State of Ohio by the week or by the 
day for prisoners confined and subsisted in her 
jails, so ought payment to be made here. But why 
should Congress build this jail? 

Now, sir, so long as we pass railroad bills with 
a percentage limit upon strangers, for the pur- 
pose of sustaining the local schools of the city; as 
long as we furnish hospital buildings and put fur- 
niture in them, and then listen to demands that we 
furnish medicines to give to the sick poor of the 
city» you may rely upon it no plan or proposition 
will ever be seriously entertained by the authori- 
ties or people of the District to provide a jail or 
anything else of the sort. No improvement will 
be made in the jail, although it be crowded with 
prisoners and filled with vermin, until the Con- 
gress of the United States makes it and pays for 
it. Why not let these people know that, like other 
people, they are subject to fair taxation, and that 
they are to bear their fair share of the burdens in 
the ordinary manner, whether it be the main- 
tenance of public peace, the preservation of local 
order, the promotion of public convenience, or 
anything else concerning the District or the cities 
within its limits, 

Again, Mr. Chairman, I hope we shall not ap- 
propriate this $100,000 to build a jail, under the 

retense that any such sum is to complete it. 

hree hundred thousand dollars is the smallest 
sum that has ever been estimated for this purpose; 
and estimates and plans have heretofore more 
than once been submitted to Congress. It is said 
thatthe jail is crowded now; itis so, but the crowd 
is unusual, in consequence of extraordinary causes 
which will soon cease to exist—I hope long be- 
fore a new jail can be built. If it is understood 
by the perite of this District that Congress will 
not build a jail for them, they will set about it 
themselves, and then there will bea jail in Wash- 
ington as there is in New York and Albany and 
Cincinnati and in every other city where a jail is 
needed, and it will be paid for in the same way. 

For these and other considerations, I hope the 
amendment of the Senate will not be concurred in; 
although | again agree with the gentleman from 
Ohio that the jail, like many other things in the 
city of Washington, is a disgrace to the city, or 
would be a disgrace to any city where the people 
pane to pay at all for their municipal privi- 
eges. 


Mr.PENDLETON. Irise to oppose the amend- 
ment submitted by the gentleman from New York 
who has just taken his seat, and I do it for the 
purpose of saying a word in relation to the gen- 
eral subject of the Senate amendment. 

Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from New York 
agrees with me that the jail in this city is sucha 
nuisance as ought to be abated; that it is an out- 
rageous nuisance, and that whoever is responsi- 
ble for the erection of a new jail ought to set about 
it immediately; and that is the point to which I 
wish to address my remarks. 

_ The reason why the people of the city of Wash- 
ington cannot, of themselves, provide for all the 
public accommodations that the people of other 
cities do—and I do not controvert the fact that 
they do not—is, that the Government of the Uni- 
ted States here owns an immense amount of val- 
uable property which does not go upon the tax 
duplicate of the city. I will go with the gentle- 
man from New York in any scheme which he 
may devise, or the Committee for the District of 
Columbia may devise, to place the property of the 
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Government within the limits of the District of 
Columbia upon the tax duplicate of the city, and 
then for requiring the people of the city to pay 
their legitimate proportion of the expenses of their 
own government, orl will go with him in taxino 
the a of the District to pay for building 
new jail, if he will report a bill from the Commit- 
tee for the District of Columbia, of which he is 
chairman, for that purpose. 

I concur with him fully in the opinion that this 
expense ought to be borne by the people of the 
District. But, sir, we will never remove this nuj- 
sance, we will never remove this disgrace until the 
Congress of the United States take the matter jy 
hand. We have the power to make the appropri- 
ation for building the jail, and we have the power 
to levy a tax upon the people of the District to pay 
the expense of it. It may be and perhaps is true 
that we should not make an appropriation for this 
purpose without at the same time making pro- 
vision to reimburse the Treasury of the United 
States for the amount expended from the property 
of the people of the District. I make no contro- 
versy about that. And I repeat thatif the gentle- 
man from New York will bring in a bill placing the 
property of the United States within the District 
of Columbia upon the tax duplicate and allow it 
to be taxed along with the property of the people 
of the District for all municipal purposes, [ will 
go with him for the passage of such a measure and 
then for making no appropriations for any purpose 
properly pertaining to the municipal authorities of 
the District directly from the Treasury of the Uni- 
ted States. If he will devise any scheme by which 
the people here shall be taxed to pay their propor- 
tion of the expenses, I will join hands with him, 
But for the present, in order to accomplish a great 
good, in order to remove a great disgrace, | hope 
we will accept this amendment sent to us by the 
Senate. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING, by unaninious 
consent, withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. STEVENS. Many members have indi- 
cated a desire to act separately upon the several 
items of the Senate amendment. If there be no 
objection, I hope that will be done. 

r. DELANO. I wish to ask the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means a question 
which relates to this amendment. I desire to 
know what is the rate of taxation in this District, 
what rate of taxes the citizens of this city are 
now paying, and how their present taxes compare 
with the rate of taxation which prevails elsewhere 
in the neighboring cities in Maryland, or even be- 
yond the immediate neighborhood. As | under- 
stand—and, if so, it would seem to be a partial 
answer to the somewhat eres suggestion of 
my colleague on the Committee for the District 
of Columbia (Mr. Roscoe Conxtive}]—the rate of 
taxation in this city and District is quite as high 
as that which prevails in other communities near 
us. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The Chair desires to know 
whether objection is made to the proposition of 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means that separate votes be taken upon the sev- 
eral items of the Senate amendment. 

No objection was made. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I desire the consent of the 
committee to ask the chairman of the Committee 
for the District of Columbia this question, if he \s 
able to answer it: how mach more it costs us to 
meet in this city than it would in a commercial 
city like New York, Chicago, or Cincinnati, where 
we should not have to be at the extra expense of 
paving streets, building jails, and other expenses 
of that description? 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I comprehend 
the question of the gentleman from Illinois; but, 
of course, I cannot answer it meee? if at all. 
Should I give such an answer as would express 
my idea on the subject, it would be, to say the 
least, not altogether complimentary to this capital 
city. My belief is, that the ingenuity of no mem- 
ber of the House will enable him to specify one 
particular in which the people or the Representa- 
tives of the people, who come here to tarry orre- 
side, are tolerabl y accommodated in those respects 
which go to make up the public conveniences 0! 
a town. But, so far as regards inconvenience, 
extortion, discomfort, and whatever else is ob- 

jectionable, this city is entitled to the palm, when 
considered in comparison with any place in the 
northern States, at least, from center to circum- 
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ference; and all this despite the enormous expend- 
itures we make. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I am afraid my friend | 
from New York has got into bad company since | 
he has been in this city. [Laughter.] 

Mr. ELIOT. Has debate upon this amend- 
ment been exhausted? | 

The CHAIRMAN. No further debate is in 
( rd¢ r. 

Mr. MALLORY. I hope the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Roscozk Conk.iine] will be al- 
lowed to explain the serious charge made upon 
him by my colleague. [Laughter.} 

‘The first five clauses of the twenty-ninth amend- 
ment of the Senate, as given above, were then 
read, and severally agreed to. 

The Clerk then read the sixth clause, in relation 
to the works of the exploring expedition. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I desire to say 
asingle word in relation to that amendment be- 
fore the question is put. This appropriation is | 
merely to preserve the work already on hand and | 
to remove it to a place of safety. Itis not fora 
continuation of the work, but the work being al- 
ready suspended, it is proper that Congress should 
at least take care of the very valuable plates that 
have already been engraved. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. 
inquire where the plates are now. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Mr. Chairman, | think 
I can answer the question of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Rice,] and remove opposi- 
tion to the proposed concurrence in the Senate 
amendment. During the progress of the work, 
over nine hundred engravings accumulated, ata 
cost of nearly one hundred thousand dollars. 
Many of them are of great value. They have been 
for years stored in Philadelphia, where the print- 
ers of the exploring expedition reside. The pur- 
pose of the committee is to remove all the property | 
of the Government used in this work from Phila- 
delphia, and to close the business there after the || 
completion of the twenty-third volume, now in 
press, and of which there are but forty pages to 
print. This appropriation it is proposed to apply 
to the settlement of whatever outstanding accounts 
have not been closed, and to the payment of the 
expenses incident to the transportation of the ma- 
terials to this city, where they can be kept mone 
of the public buildings without cost. The sum 
is not large, and the committee will not expend 
more than may be required for the purposes indi- 
cated. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- | 
ment of the Senate was concurred in. 


The Clerk then read the next clause of the 
amendment of the Senate, to which the Committee 
of Waysand Means recommended an amendment 
proposing, among other things, to appropriate 
$10,000 f pay salary and mileage to certain con- 
testants and claimants for seats in the House of 
Representatives, under the resolution of the House 
adopted yesterday. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


Here the committee rose informally, and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, a message from 
the Senate, by Mr. Forney, its Secretary, an- 
nounced that the Senate had agreed to the report 
of the committee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the joint resolution, 
No. 22, providing for the payment of the awards 
of the commission to investigate the military 
claims in the department of the West. 


ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION SIGNED. 


Mr. GRANGER, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled a joint reso- 
lution (S. No. 45) for the relief of William H. 
Nobles; when the Speaker signed the same. 


LEGISLATIVE APPROPRIATION BILL—AGAIN. 


The Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union then resumed its session. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. Mr. Chairman, I 
move to amend the amendment of the Committee 
of Ways and Means by reducing the amount for 


I would like to 
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tlemen their salary and mileage, it will be paid 


| failsto make good his claim to a seat on this floor. 





this payment of salary and mileage from $10,000 
to $9,000. 1 wish to ask some member of the 
Committee of Ways and Means whether this sum 
of $10,000 is to be equally divided between the 
three parties named in the amendment? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 1 suppose that 
as the House has already voted to pay these gen- | 





} 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
} 
| 
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| and we know how man 


according to law. An estimate of this amount 
was made by the Clerk of the House as being 
sufficient, and no more than sufficient. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. Well, I venture to 
say that there has Leen no estimate. Here are 
the contestants, Mr. Kline from Pennsylvania, 
and Mr. Batler—— 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I desire to know 
whether the gentleman means that as an imputa- 
tion upon myself? Does he mean to say that we 
have not acted on the recommendation of the Clerk 
or not? 


Mr. F. A. CONKLING. I mean to say that 


in my judgment there has been no estimate about | 


it; and the gentleman is at liberty to construe it || 


in any manner he pleases. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 


I stated to the | 


| House that the Clerk sent us a written recom- | 


mendation. I say so now. 

Mr. F. A.CONKLING. In my judgment the 
gentleman from Vermont is too sensitive in regard 
to his honor in this matter. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will con- | 
fine his remarks to the amendment he has offered. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. I have made the 
assertion, and I repeat it, that, in my judgment, 
there has been no estimate at all; but that the round 
sum of $10,000 is proposed to be inserted in this 
bill, when | Know that the sum justly due to these 
gentlemen cannot possibly amount to that, 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Mr. Chair- 
man 

The CHAIRMAN. Doesthe gentleman from 
New York yield to the gentleman from Vermont? 

Mr. F.A.CONKLING,. No,sir;Ido not yield. 
Here are three gentlemen, John Kline, John M. 
Butler, and Joseph Segar, two of whom came 
here as contestants from contiguous districts in 
Pennsylvania, and the third of whom came here 
claiming a seat for the district in Virginia oppo- 
site this city, and the sum to be paid them, if prop- 
erly estimated, can amount to no such sum as 
$10,000. 

We know that the salary of a member of Con- | 
gress is $3,000 a year,and we know that one year’s 
salary has not accrued to any of these parties, even 
if they are to be paid at the same rate as members, 
for the putative services which they have rendered 
in this House. 

Then, as to mileage; as 1 have remarked, Mr. 
Kline came here from the city of Philadelphia. | 
Weknow whether his mileage can amount to $333. | 








We know whether Mr. Segar’s mileage, coming || 


from a contiguous district in an adjoining State, 
can amountto $333. And we know whether Mr. 
3utler’s mileage, coming from a district in Penn- 
sylvania contiguous to that of Mr. Kline, can 
amount to that sum. 

I voted yesterday against paying these contest- 
ants one cent; and I shall vote in every instance 
against giving asingle cent to any contestant who | 


I believe that the proposition to pay them is not 
supported by justice or sound policy. We saw 
here at the extra session a contestant come from 
Oregon and receive some seven or eight thousand 
dollars. We saw a gentleman from the same State | 
who sat in this House a few days ago, and who, 
as it seemed to me, had no earthly claim to the 
seat he occupied, receive the same enormous sum. 
It is certain that this system tends to encourage 
the practice of contesting the seats of members; 
days and weeks have 
been consumed by the House in considering and 
deciding the claims of these contestants. Did time | 
permit, | might refer to the questionable expedi- | 
ents by which some of them have attempted to 
sustain their pretensions. I believe, sir, that we 
acted injudiciously yesterday in adopting the res- | 
olution to pay these contestants; but now, the 
House having adopted it, I propose to pay them 
precisely what they are entitled to, and not one 
cent more. 

1 have the impression from my observation, 
sitting upon this side of the Hall among the friends 





of Mr. Kline, that he has attended here but u few | 
We all of us know how many days Mr. 
Segar spent among us; and perhaps some gentle- | 


days. 


man may know how many days Mr. Butler actu- 
ally devoted to contesting his seat; 1do not. The 
proposition now before the committee is to pay 
each of these contestants $3,333 33, or, at all 
events, to divide $10,000 among the three. I re- 
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peat that Lam satisfied no actual estimate has pro- 
duced that result, and for the simple reason that 
it is an utter impossibility that such a result can 
be reached by a fair computation. I hope that my 


motion to redace the amount will prevail, 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I oppose the 
amendment offered by the gentleman from New 


| York. Since | have been a member ofthis House, 


in making any statement to the House I believe 


| that those who know me will acquit me at all 


times of any purpose to deceive the House, or to 


| State anything not entirely frank, both in matter 


and manner. Now, when the gentleman put the 
question to me, I stated distinetly that there had 
been an estimate sent to us by the Clerk of the 
House. Immediately on that, the gentleman from 


| New York abruptly declared to the House that 


he did not believe that any such statement had 
been made. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. Any such estimate. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Now, [ leave it 
to the House to judge whether that statement of 
the gentleman from New York was worthy of the 
gentleman, or worthy of any gentleman. I hold 
in my hand the statement sent to us by the Clerk 
It reads as follows: 

Orrice orf THE House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wasuinoton, March 4, 1862. 

Sir: An appropriation of ten thousand dollars (310,000) 
will be required to pay the mileage and salaries of Hon. 
John Kline, Hon. Joseph Segar, and Hon. John M_ Butler, 
while contesting seats in the House of Representatives, 
authorized by a resolution of this date, and I respectfully 
ask that the above-named sum be added to the “ miscella- 
neous item’? of the contingent fund of the House, and that 
it be inserted in House bill No. 208, between lines eighteen 
and nineteen, on page 40. 

Very respectfully, EMERSON ETHERIDGE, 

Clerk of the House of Representatives. 

Hon. Tuappevus Stevens, Chairman, ¥c. 


Now, Mr. Chairman, in reference to this par- 
ticular matter, so far as the proposition of the gen- 
tleman from New York is concerned, I should 
concur with him in saying that the House had 


| committed an error in voting so large a sum; but 


as the House has passed the resolution it is incum- 
bent on us now to appropriate the sum necessary 
to carry that resolution into effect. A very little 
arithmetic, Mr. Chairman, willshow that thissum 
is not too large. These gentlemen will draw their 
salaries, | suppose, for the entire year. That will 
be for the three of them, $9,000. There ts, there- 
fore, only $1,000 left for mileage. I now hold in 
my hand the exact statement, this moment handed 
to me, of the Clerk of the House, and it appears 
the sum necessary is $8,930 18. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. Willthe gentleman 
permit me to make a personal explanation? I per- 
ceive, Mr. Chairman, that my language has been 
misinterpreted by the gentleman from Vermont. 
I did not intend to assert or insinuate for a mo- 
ment that the gentleman had not received this es- 
timate. I simply intended to remark, and I trust 
I was so understood by the committee, that that 
amount could not have been arrived at by any just 
estimate, that no such estimate could have been 
made, but that simply a round sum was proposed 
to be inserted in the bill. Certainly, nothing was 
further from my purpose than to intimate that the 
gentleman from Vermont had notreceived sucha 
statement as he refers to from the Clerk of the 
House. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 1 accept the ex- 
planation of the gentleman, but he certainly was 
very unfortunate in his language. Now, Mr. 
Chairman, as | was saying, this sam of $10,000 
is, of course,in round numbers. It may exceed, 
and does exceed by a few dollars, the sum neces- 
sary; but of course no more than is absolutely 


| necessary under existing laws will be paid out of 


this appropriation. The Committee of Ways and 
Means, as was their duty, only proposed such a 
sum as would conform to the action of the House, 
whether that was right or wrong. 

The question was taken on Mr. F. A. Conx- 
LiInG’s amendment; and it was rejected. 

Mr. EDWARDS. I move to amend by strik- 
ing out $10,000, and inserting $6,000. After I 
shall have submitted a few remarks, | willask the 
Clerk to read the resolution which the House 
adopted yesterday, ordering these persons to be 
paid, so that the committee may be informed of its 
precise terms. Mr. Chairman, 1 voted against 
that resolution, and | should vote against any 
resolution of a similar character. 1 am in favor 
of the precedent established here during the last 
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session of Congress in certain cases, to fix aspe- 
cific sum, as a kind of indemnity, for those who 
contested seats in this House unsuccessfully, and 
not to put them on a par with members of the 
House under the statute of the United States, | 
wish only to say that | shall vote for an appro- 
priation that will carry out the resolution of the 

fouse. I therefore desire to have that resolu- 
tion read, for | would not vote for a dollar more 
than is authorized by it to be paid. 

Mr. STEVENS. I ask the gentleman if he 
will modify his amendment by inserting the exact 
sum to be paid? If so, 1 wiil vote for it. 

Mr. EDWARDS. I ask that the resolution 
adopted on this subject yesterday be read. 

‘The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be authorized and 
directed to pay to John M. Butler, Joseph Segar, and John 
Kline, contestants and claimants for seats in this House, 
whose claims have been adversely decided, mileage and 
salary up tothe date of such adverse decisions respectively. 


Mr. EDWARDS. I suppose that that means 
milenge and salary under the law, and that the 
question of how much salary these men are en- 
titled to is subject to the provisions of the law. It 
does not necessarily follow that they are entitled 
toa year’s salary, because a year has elapsed since 
the commencement of this Congress. Ifthey have 
attended the sessions of the House they are enti- 
tled to their pay; if they were not in attendance, 
their salary during their absenee should be de- 
ducted. | therefore would not have the precise 
sum to be paid to them fixed; but the subject 
should be referred to the Committee on Mileage 
for the purpose of determining what they are en- 
titled to. That amount I should be willing to 
vote for, as the House has once adopted this res- 
olution. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Tam opposed to the amend - 
ment offered by the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire. [think the committee is undera wrong im- 
pression as to the facts mvolved in the question 
now before it. 


{Mr. F. A. Conktre] has just stated to the com- | 
mittee that these gentlemen were not in attendance | 


here. ido not know how it may have been in 
regard to two of these gentlemen, Mr. Butler and 
Mr. Segar; but in regard to Mr. Kline, the Journal 
will show that on the 6th or 7th of July—two or 
three days after the opening of the called session— 


| presented his petition for a seat here. | have not 


had any charge of his case. I bad nothing to do 
with consulting him, That was the first time I 
had ever seen him; but, during this session I ob- 
served him here almost daily. He has been here 
presenting his case before the Committee of Elec- 
tions, whenever they were prepared to hear him. 
The testimony taken in the case shows that within 
the thirty days fixed by law, after the October 
election of 1860, he gave notice of contest and that 
he followed itup. ‘The testimony returned before 
the House amounts to some two hundred pages 
of closely printed matter. Some testimony was 


taken on the 8th of January, 1861. So that, so far | 


as the state of facts in regard to Mr. Kline is con- | 


cerned, the gentleman from New York is inerror. | 
In regard to Mr. Butler, his was a similar case. | 


He gave his n@tice of contest about the same time, 
and testimony wastaken. I have not the honor 
of his personal acquaintance, and cannot say 
whether he was in attendance or not. I presume 
that he was. A large proportion of the House 
voted to give him his seat, which shows that those 


qnteem were satisfied that he had a good case. | 


nother error which the gentleman from New 
York fell into was in reference to the Oregon ease. 


When the legally-elected Representative from Or- | 


egon, the only one who held any credentials that 
had any form of law about them atall, came tere 
he found another man occupying his seat. He 
found another man’s name on the roll, placed there 
by the Clerk of the former Congress. That gen- 
teman had been’sworn and admitted to his seat. 
As soon as the Committee of Elections could hear 
the case they reported that the sitting member had 
no shadow of right to the seat; but, ander the law, 
be had been prima facie admitted and sworn; and 
without any order from the House, he drew his 
pay and mileage, and retired. So that he was not 
a contestant: he was a sort of interloper. 


A Memprr. Squatter. 


Mr. JOHNSON. Yes, squatter; thatis the term | 


out West. He was nota contestant. As to the 
gentleman from Virginia, Mr. Segar, 1 am not 





| 
| 
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| particularly informed 








as to his case; and I will 


| leave it to others who may know. 


Now, as to the policy of paying these contest- 
ants. If we are going to proclaim to the people 
that a man who has a just right to contest a seat 
in this House shall have no show here, I think 
we will be establishing a very dangerous doctrine. 
Ifa contestant is noteven to receive courtesy here, 


we might as well set down the arbitrary rule that | 


whatever the election officer returns must be taken 
as a fact, and that we cannot go behind it. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. EDWARDS. j 
amendment as to conform exactly to the figures 
which have now been presented as the sum to 
which those gentlemen are entitled by law. I pro- 
pose to reduce the appropriation to $9,000, (1 un- 


| derstand the exact amounts a little less than that, ) 


and to add the following proviso: 


l propose so to modify my | 


Provided, That only so much salary or mileage shall be | 


paid to either as he would have been entitled to up to the 
time of his rejection if he had been duly elected. 


Mr. STEVENS. 


| the gentleman wants to put it in. 
Mr. MAYNARD. I desire to oppose the amend- | 


ment of the Senator from New Hampshire. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New 
Hampshire only modified his amendment, and 
debate is exhausted upon it. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I understood him to with- 
draw his amendment and propose another. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted upon 
the amendment, but if there be no objection the 
Chair will indulge the gentleman from Tennessee. 

Mr. MAYNARD. 1 will detain the committee 
but a few moments, and simply for the purpose 
of stating what | understand to be the well-settled 


| practice of the House upon the subject of paying 


contestants who come here for the purpose of 
establishing their right to seats in the House. 1 


| understand the practice to be established by along 





| line of precedents, that when a contestant comes 
The gentleman from New York |) 


here in good faith and apon probable cause, 
although it may turn out that he is unsuecessful 
in the results of the contest, still the contestant is 
entitled to his pay and mileage. 

For illustration: in the last Congress a gentle- 
man came here from, I believe, the fourth con- 
gressional district of Kentucky, and took his seat 
in the House, upon a certificate based upon an 


alleged majority of some two or three votes. A | 
subsequent examination of the poll-books showed | 


that there had been an error in the count of some 
ten votes against him, giving a majority of five or 
six to the opposing candidate, who thereupon 
contested the election, very properly and con- 
scientiously. But, upon a thorough revision of 
the count, on recurring again to the poll-books, it 
was found that a portion of the votes given to the 
contestant were illegal votes—a fact of which he 
is presumed to have been ignorant—so that upon 
the whole poll, properly revised, the sitting mem- 
ber was entitled to his seat. Yet the House de- 
cided that inasmueh as the contest was made in 
good faith, and upon probable cause, he was en- 
titled to his pay and mileage. 
And so l might refer to numerous precedents 
running back through a long series of years. In 
reference to these cases of the present session, the 
House has decided that they eome within the rule 
for upon solemn resolution they have declared 
that the contestants shall be paid. Accordingly 
the Clerk reports, that to enable him to pay them 
the amounts due according to law, the sum of 


| $10,000, in round numbers, will be necessary. If 


the amount is more than the amount of pay and 
mileage due them, no more will be paid; but if 
$100 or $500 or $1,000 remains, it will immedi- 
ately revert back to the Treasury. I suppose the 
sum of $10,000 was named in solido as sufficient 
to cover the pay and mileage required by the res- 
olution of the lew. 

I hope the committee, in obedience to the former 
action of the House, will place a sufficientamount 
in the hands of the Clerk to enable him to execute 
the resolution or order that has been made. 

The amendment proposed by Mr. Epwarps to 
the amendment of the Committee of Ways and 
Means was adopted. 

The amendment of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, as amended, was agreed to. 

The subdivision of the amendment of the Sen- 
ate, as amended, was concurred in. 

The next subdivision of the Senate amendment 


I will not object to that if | 





BE. 





March 5, 


ne the surveying districts of Utah and Col- 
orado Territories, was reported, 


The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended non-concurrence. 


Mr. CRADLEBAUGH. I moveto amend, as 
follows: 


That the House do not concur in so much of Senate 
amendment as abolishes the office of surveyor general of 
Nevada, and places the surveyorship under the contro! of 
the surveyor general of California. 


Mr. Chairman,! can see no reason for abolish. 


| ing the office of surveyor general of Nevada, | 


is true that the amount of agricultural lands which 


| we have in that Territory is very limited, and that 


the quantity of lands which are réally valuable 
and which ought to be surveyed, will bear a pro- 
portion of perhaps not more than one to a hun- 
dred of the entire lands of the Territory. I have 
already presented, and had referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, a bill providing the man- 
ner of surveying the lands in Nevada Territory, 
changing entirely the system under which the 
lands in our Territory are being surveyed. 

I think the condition of our Territory is such, 
and the location of the lands such, that this change 
ought to be made. If the system now in opera- 


| tion is to be continued, the consequence will be 


that the proceeds of all the valuable lands in the 
Territory will be exhausted in the cost of survey- 
ing lands that are wholly worthless. F 
It is on that account that I have introduced this 
bill. I have also presented to the House within 


| a day or two past the petitions of eleven hundred 


citizens asking thata land office shall be established 
in that Territory at as early a day as possible, and 
that we shall not be made to wait for such arrange- 
ments as this surveyor general for California slial! 
choose to make. 

1 am, therefore, unable to see any good reason 
why this office of surveyor general of that Terri- 
tory should be abolished; nor can I see the justice 
of requiring the people of that Territory to go for 


| the records of the surveys of their lands to a land 


| office in California. 


I hope, therefore, that the 
amendment of the Senate will not be concurred in 
so far as relates to the abolition of this office of 


| surveyor general of Nevada. 





The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will suggest 
to thé gentleman that the Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend non-concurrence in this item of 
the amendment of the Senate, which, ifthe House 
adopt, will be equivalent to the adoption of the 
gentleman’s amendment. 

Mr. CRADLEBAUGH. I was not aware that 
the Committee of Ways and Means had made that 
recommendation. I will withdraw my amendment. 

The subdivision of the Senate amendment was 


| non-concurred in. 


The next item of the amendment, relating to the 
refitting, &c., of the post office in Philadelphia, 
was reported. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended concurrence. 

The subdivision was concurred in. 


The next amendment was that for building a 


| jail for the District of Columbia. 


The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended non-concurrence, 

Mr. STEVENS. When,some time ago, 1 made 
a motion to non-concur in this portion of the Sen- 
ate amendment, it was discussed by everybody 
except the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
I do not suppose, therefore, that anybody else will 
want to speak upon it again. 

I desire merely to say that, in my judgment, 
this is not the time to begin new works in thiscily. 
In the first place, it seems to me, that the new jl 
is needed entirely for the inhabitants of the city 
and District. Nobody who comes here to Con- 
gress wants to use a jail, [laughter;] and why we 
should build a jail for the thieves and pickpockets 
of the District, I do not know. If we do, this |s 
not the time to commence one. 

But more than that, when you have expended 
this $100,000, you will have to vote next year 
$100,000 more, and the next year $100,000 more, 
and so on. I have seen the way these matters 
always work. Yourlimitation practically amounts 
to nothing. Now, I want this war to be finished. 
I want to be entirely sure who is to have posses- 
sion of this capital before we enter upon any new 
building. What would be said of a proposition to 
build a new War Office at this time? Would it not 
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be madness? Let us waita year; let us wait at 
jeast sixty days—in which time some gentlemen 
tell us we are to conquer the South—and see || 


whether the South are conquered. 
amendment will not be concurred in. 
Mr. ELIOT. Mr. Chairman, when this amend- 
ment of the Senate was before the committee half 
an hour ago, | was disposed to object to the state- 
ments which were made by the gentleman from 


New York, [Mr. Roscoe Conxktrne,] and to ad- || 
dress the committee upon one or two of the sug- | 


gestions which fell from him; and, in the first place, 


that inregard to the citizens of this District. Since | 


that time, however, it has occurred to me thatthe || ment to the amendment, and move that the com- | 


gentleman was probably referring to persons other 
than the residents of the District of Columbia. I 


have known something of the citizens of this Dis-, 


trict and something of the residents of Washing- 
ton for so many years that I cannot but believe 
that when the gentleman from New York anath- 
ematized the whole of them in the language which 
he used, he was referring to a class of persons 
who are not those who would properly be charac- 
terized as the resident citizens of Washington city. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. Mr. Chairman, 
I did not intend to allude either to persons resi- 
dent in the District or to strangers coming here. 


The remark which the gentleman doubtless refers | 
to was that in respect to public facilities and hos- || 
pitalities, and I referred to hotel facilities, and to || 
the ten thousand other things which goto make up | 


the public facilities of a place. Nothing was fur- 
ther from my intention than to refer to private 
hospitalities or to the residents of the District. 


Mr. ELIOT. 


which he made before, he will be glad that I have 
given him this opportunity for explanation; for 
certain itis that the impression made by his re- 
marks upon gentleman in this part of the House 
was very different from that which his present 
explanation will permit to remain. 

Now, one word as to the legislation of Congress 


in regard to matters of this description pertaining | 


Why, Mr. Chair- | 


to the District of Columbia. 
man, we must either legislate on them or else we 
must discontinue legislation for the District. We 
are the only tribunal to which the citizens of this 


District can look for legislation of this kind. Who | 


built ‘the jail thatis now here? Did the city of 
Washington build it?) The chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means makes no reply. I 
undertake to say that it was built by the General 
Government. I know that it was owned by the 
General Government years ago. And, Mr. Chair- 
man, | do not know that I shall not agree with 
the chairman of the Committee for the District of 
Columbia, if he will introduce some system which 
will separate the District from Congress in some 
way, and give them some independent existence, 
with a right here upon the floor to make them- 
selves and their wants known. 

Mr.STEVENS. Has not the city of Wash- 
ington already a municipal government under 
which they could do all these things for them- 
selves if they only had the energy? 

Mr. ELIOT. It has a municipal government 
undoubtedly; but the gentleman knows—and no 


one knows better—that we are the Legislature for | 


the District. The Committee for the District of 
Columbia is the medium through which the Dis- 
trict of Columbia communicates with Congress, 
and it is perfectly well known to all of us that so 
long as this mongrel system exists there must be 
these difficulties continually arising year by year, 
when propositions are made and objected to be- 
cause, upon the one hand, demandsare made which 
are believed to be improper; and upon the other, 
charges are made against the citizens of the Dis- 
trict, which are oftentimes unfounded. 

_ I want now, sir, to say a few words about this 
jail. Tsay that it ought not to remain there one 
day. I say that it ought to remain there no longer 
time than is needful for the mechanics to take brick 
from brick and stone from stone. It isa disgrace 
to the city, a disgrace to the District, a disgrace 
to the nation, and a disgrace to humanity. That 
jail and the manner in which it is kept are of- 
fenses that are rank: and, sir, they should bé 
abated. 

The chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means says that we ought not at this time to 
spend money for the erection of public institu- 
tions here. .Now, as a general proposition, I agree 


I hope this | 


Then I think, when the gentle- | 
man from New York comes to read the remarks | 


GS 


to that; but if he had been within that jail as I 
|| have been—([laughter}]—ay, as I have been; and 
there is many a man who has committed no more 
\! offense than I have who has been there as a con- 
| vict; but I have been there as a visitor: and if the 

ventlemen who now laugh will go there as vis- 
| tors, they will come here with one voice to say 
that that institution should be demolished. 

Mr. STEVENS. Does the gentleman mean 
the institution which brought those men there? 


them there 


Mr. STEVENS. 


I now withdraw my amend- 


mittee rise, with a view of closing all debate. 
The motion was agreed to. 
So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 


ported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union had had the Union generall 
under consideration, and particularly the Lusend: 
ments of the Senate to the legislative, executive, 
and judicial appropriation bill, and had come to 
| no conclusion thereon. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move that all debate in 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union upon the remaining amendments of the 
Senate close in half a minute after the committee 
| shall resume the consideration of the same. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. STEVENS. I now move that the rules 


| into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 
The motion was agreed to. 


tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Kex.oae, of Lllinois, in the chair,) and resumed 
the consideration of the Senate amendments. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I want to occupy 
the half minute allowed for debate to state to gen- 
tlemen what the rate of taxation here is. The 
highest rate of taxation in this city in the past 
was seventy-five cents on $100; and in the city of 
New York, for example, itis two dollars on $100. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts I will say 
to the gentleman that the rate of taxation in this 
city is high compared with the country generally. 

Ir. ROSCOE CONKLING, Itis notas high 
as the taxes in my city are, for instance. 

Mr. ELIOT. 
extent the corporation of this city have the right 
to impose taxes?’ 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. We have the 

power to give them the right to impose taxes to 
| any amount. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
bate has expired. 

The question was then taken on the clause of 
the Senate amendment under consideration; and 
it was non-concurred in. 


The time allowed for de- 


of the Senate, authorizing the appointment of an 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior, was then read. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended non-concurrence. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move that the committee 
rise and report the bill and amendments to the 
House. 
|| The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 


ported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
|| state of the Union had, according to order, had 


appropriation bill, with the amendments of the 
Senate thereto, and had directed him to report it 


of the amendments of the Senate be concurred in, 
some non-concurred in, and others concurred in 
with amendments. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move the previous ques- 
tion on the amendments. 


main question ordered. 

3y unanimous consent, the recommendation of 
| the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union was concurred in in reference to all the 
amendments of the Senate, excepting the two men- 


tioned below, upon which separate votes were 
| asked. 








T should like to know to what | 


to the House with the recommendation that some || ate a report of the Secretary of the Senate, in com- 


Mr. ELIOT. I mean the building which keeps 
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The SPEAKER then stated the question to be 
upon the amendment of the Senate in reference to 
a jail for the District of Columbia, upon which a 
separate vote had been asked by Mr. Suerrievp. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
Was non-cencurred in—ayes 40, noes 57. 

Mr. MALLORY called for the yeas and nays, 
The SPEAKER decided that the cull came too 
ate. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendment was non-concurred in. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING moved to lay the 
motion to reconsider upon the table. 


Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts, demanded 


|| the yeas and nays. 


resumed the chair, Mr. Ke.ioga, of Illinois, re- | 


| be suspended, and that the House resolve itself | 


So the rules were suspended; and the House | 


| accordingly again resolved itself into the Commit- | table 


The yeas and nays were ordered, 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative— yeas 63, nays 40; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Ashley, Baker, Baxter, Bing- 


| ham, Jacob B. Blair, Samuel 8. Blair, Blake, Buffinton, 


Campbell, Chamberlin, Clark, Clements, Cobb, Frederick 
A. Conkling, Roscoe Conkling, Corning, Cutler, Davis, 
Diven, Edgerton, Edwards, Frank, Haight, Hale, Hall, 
Harding, Harrison, Uolman, Hooper, Horton, Hutchins, 
Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Killinger, 
Loomis, Lovejoy, McPherson, Moorhead, Justin 8. Morrill, 
Noble, Patton, Pomeroy, Porter, Potter, John H. Rice, Rob- 
inson, Edward H. Rollins, Sargent, Shellabarger, Sherman, 
Stevens, Van Valkenburgh, Wadsworth, Wall, Charles W. 
Watton, BE. P. Walton, Whaley, Albert 8. White, Windom, 
Worcester, and Wright—63. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ancona, Joseph Baily, Biddle, Colfax, 
Conway, Crisfield, Ductl, Dunlap, Dunn, Eliot, Goodwin, 
Granger, Grider, Gurley, Johnson, Knapp, Law, Leary, 
Lehman, Mallory, May, Maynard, Menzies, Nixou, Nugen, 
Pendleton, Alexander H. Rice, Richardson, Riddle, James 
5S. Rollins, Sedgwick, Sheffield, Sloan, John BR. Steele, 
Benjamin F. ‘Thomas, Francis ‘Thomas, Ward, Webster, 
Wickliffe, and Wilson—40. 


So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 


During the vote, 

Mr. ALLEY stated that his coileague, Mr. 
BarLey, was confined to his house by illness. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts, stated that 
his colleague, Mr. Dawes, was absent from the 
city attending the committee that was engaged in 
cleansing the Augean stable of Government con- 
tracts. 

The vote was announced, as above recorded. 

The question recurred on the Senate amendment 


| in regard to the Assistant Secretary of the Interior, 


on which a separate vote had been asked by Mr. 
DvE.L; and the amendment was non-concurred in. 

Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the sev- 
eral votes upon the amendments of the Senate; 


and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider 
on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 
Mr. ROLLINS, of New Hampshire, by unan- 


| imous consent, introduced a bill to provide for the 


folding and distribution of documents for the 


|| House of Representatives; which was read a first 


The last clause of the twenty-ninth amendment 


resumed the chair, Mr. Kexxioee, of Illinois, re- | 


the Union generally under consideration, and par- | 
ticularly the legislative, executive, and judicial | 


and second time, referred to the Committee of 
Accounts, and ordered to be printed. 


ST. LOUIS COMMISSION. 


Mr. BLNGHAM presented the report of the 
committee of conference on the disagreeing votes 


| of the two Houses on the Senate joint resolution 


No. 22. 


And then, on motion of Mr. RICHARDSON, 
(at five o’clock, p. m.,) the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, March 6, 1862. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Sunpervanp. 
TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 


CLERKS IN THE SECRETARY'S OFFICE. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 


| pliance with the eleventh section of the act of 
| August 26, 1842, showing the names and compen- 


The previous question was seconded, and the 


sation of the persons employed in his office during 
the year 1861; which was ordered to lie on the 
table, and be printed. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 


Mr. HARRIS presented two petitions of citi- 
zens of New York, praying that the office and 
dignity of a full major general ma conferred 
upon General John £. Wool, and that his rank as 
such take eftect from the time when hiscommission 
of major general bears date by brevet; which was 
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referred to the Committee on Military Affairs and 
the Mititia. 
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He also presented a petition of citizens of Troy, 
New York, praying that homeopathic surgeons | 


may be made eligible to at least one eighth of the 
surgical appomtments in the Army and Navy; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs and the Militia. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of New 
York, praying for the total abolition of slavery 
throughout the country; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. 1 EN EYCK presented additional papers 
in the case of Olin Spencer Wood, late temporary 
naval storekeeper at St. Paul de Loando, on the 
coast of Africa; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. CHANDLER presented a letter of W. B. 


Shubrick, chairman of the Light-House Board, to | 


the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a re- 
port of the Lishi-EXouse Zoard in relation to the 
transfer of the light-house establishment to the 
Navy Department, as proposed in a bill now be- 
fore the Senate to reorganize the Navy Depart- 
ment; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HARLAN presented the petition of A.N. 


3lumer and one hundred and five others, citizens 











“amendment to the thirty-fifth amendment of the || I had entered yesterday to reconsider the vote b 


Senate to the said bill, disagreed to by the Senate, 


and agreed to the confererfce asked by the Senate | 


on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses there- 
on; and that Mr. Tuappevus Stevens of Penn- 
sylvania, Mr. James Burrinton of Massachu- 
setts, and Mr. W. McKee Duww of Indiana, 
were managers at the conference on its part. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives were severally read twice by their titles, 
and referred as indicated below: 

A bill (No. 318) to prohibit the allowance or 
paymentof pensions to the children of officers and 
soldiers of the war of the Revolution—to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

A bill (No. 334) relating to the appointment and 
compensation of chaplains to military hospitals— 
to the Committee on Military Affairs and the 
Militia. 

A joint resolution (No. 46) relating to the sale 
of goods unfit for use by the War Department— 
to the Committee on Military Affairs and the 
Militia. 


i] REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


of lowa, praying for the total abolition of slavery | 
throughout the country; which was ordered to lie | 


on the table. 

Mr. COLLAMER presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Vermont, praying for the abolition of sla- 
very in the District of Columbia and the liberation 
of slaves belonging to persons in rebellion against 
the Government; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

MESSAGE FROM THE ILOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
by Mr. Eruenripee, its Clerk, announced thatthe 
House had passed the following bills and joint 
resolution; 

A bill (No. 318) to prohibit the allowance or 
payment of pensions to the children of officers 
and soldiers of the war of the Revolution; 

A bill (No. 334) relating to the appointment and 
compensation of chaplains to milttary hospitals; 
and 

A joint resolution (No. 46) relating to the sale 
of goods unfit for use by the War Department. 


BILL BECOME A LAW. 


The message further announced that the Pres- | 


ident of the United States had approved and signed, 
on the 4th of March, an act (H.R. No. 104) fix- 
ing the number of the House of Represent&tives 
from and after the 3d of March, 1863. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The message also announced that the House of 
Representatives agreed to some and disagreed to 
other amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. 
R. No. 208) making appropriations for the legis- 
lative, executive, and judicial expenses of the 
Government for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1863, and additional appropriations for the year 
ending the 30th of June, 1862, and agreed to the 
thirty-filth amendment of the Senate, with an 
amendment, imwhich the concurrence of the Sen- 
ate was requested, 

The Senate proceeded to consider the action of 
the House of Representatives; and, 

On motion of Mr, FESSENDEN, it was 

Resolved, Thatthe Senate insist upon its amendments to 
the bill (IL R. No. 208) making appropriations for the legis- 
jJative, executive, and judicial expenses of the Government 
for the year ending the 30th of June, 1853, and additional 
appropriations for tbe year ending the 30th of Jung, 1862, 
disagreed tg by the House of Representatives, disagree to 
the amendimeut of the House to the thirty-filtth amendment 
of the Senate to the said bill, and ask a conference on the 
disagreeing voies of the two Houses thereon. 

Ordered, That the committee of conference on the part 
of the Senate be appointed by the Vice President. 

The Vice Presidentappointed Mr. Fessenpen, 
Mr. Haran, and Mr. McDoveauu. 

A subsequent message from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, by Mr. Morris, Chief Clerk, an- 
nounced that the House insisted upon its disa- 
greement to certain amendments of the Senate to 
the bill of the House (No. 208) making appropri- 
ations for the legislauve, executive, and judicial 
expenses of the Government for the pn ending 
the 30th of June, 1863, and additional appropria- 
tions for the year ending the 30th of June, 1862, 
insisted upon by the Senate, and insisted upon its 








} 


| 


‘| Mr. CARLILE. 


Mr. FESSENDEN, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. No. 
| 259) making appropriations for the service of the 
Post Office Department during the fiscal year end- 
ing 30th June, 1863, reported it without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. COLLAMER, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to whom was referred 


|| the bill (H.. R. No. 296) to authorize additional 


mailable matter, reported adversely thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (H.R. No. 244) to establish 
| a postal money order system, reported adversely 
thereon. 
| MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Morais, Chief Clerk, announced that the 
House had agreed to the report of the committee 
of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the joint resolution (S. No. 22) pro- 
viding for the payment of the awards of the com- 
mission totinvestigate the military claims in the 
department of the West. 

Also, that the House had passed the bill (S. No. 
122) providing for the organization of the staff 
attached to divisions of the Army of the United 
States, regular and volunteer, with amendments; 
in which the concurrence of the Senate was re- 
quested, 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


The message furtherannounced that the Speaker 
of the House had signed an enrolled resolution (8. 
No. 45) for the relief of William H. Nobles. 


CAPTAIN GOLDSBOROUGH. 


Mr. HALE. The Committee on Naval Affairs, 
to whom was referred a message of the President 
of the United States, recommending that Captain 
Louis M. Goldsborough receive a vote of thanks 
of Congress for his services and gallantry, dis- 
played in the combined attack of the forces com- 
manded by him and Brigadier General Burnside, 
in the capture of Roanoke island and the destruc- 
tion of rebel gunboats, on the 7th, 8th, and 10th 
of February, 1862, have instructed me to report 
/a joint resolution tendering the thanks of Con- 
| gress to Commodore Goldsborough, as recom- 
| mended by the President. If there is no objec- 
| tion, | suppose it may be puton its passage at once. 
| | presume it will give rise to no discussion. 





There being no objection, the joint resolution 
S. No. 61) tendering the thanks of Congress to 
aptain Louis M.Goldsborough and officers, petty 
officers, seamen, and marines under his commend 


for the victory at Roanoke island, was read three 
times and passed. 


LIEUTENANT M. B. WOOLSEY. 


Mr.SHERMAN. If there is no business press- 
ing this morning, I should like very much to have 
the Senate take up Senate bill No. 142, a bill re- 
lating to Congress; and for that purpose | move 
to postpone all prior orders. 

ir. CARLILE. [hope the Senator from Ohio 
| will give way for one moment. 
Mr. SHERMAN: Certainly. 
I desire—it will not take lon 
—that the Senate should considerthe motion whieh 











| of Connecticut—a native of the North. 
| retired, as it appears from the letters of Commo. 


which the bill (8S. No. 83) to restore Lieutenant 
M. B. Woolsey to the active service list of the 
Navy, was, upon the recommendation of the Com. 


| mittee on Naval Affairs, indefinitely postponed 


I will detain the Senate but a moment by s 
that my attention was called to the meriis of this 
bill by the wife of Lieutenant Woolsey, she being 
a native of Virginia, He, however, is a resident 


ayin 


He was 


dore Dupont.aund others that accompany the pa- 
pers, because of what was supposed to be perma- 
nent physical disability. It has turned out that 
that was notcorrect. Commodore Dupont recom. 
mends his restoration and the Secretary of the 
Navy recommends it. He tendered his services 
to the Government immediately upon the breaking 
out of hostilities, and has been in very active and 
arduous service ever since. 

Mr. SHERMAN, I object to taking up that 
case, because I know, being a member of the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, that it received eon- 
sideration, and it will meet opposition. It will take 
time if the Senator desires to press the consider- 
ation of the subject. If he desires only to have 
it referred, | shall have no objection. 

Mr. CARLILE. I want to have the motion 
to indefinitely postpone the bill reconsidered, and 
then it can le over. 

Mr. GRIMES. If the Senator proposes to re- 
commit it to the Committee on Naval Affairs, | 
suppose there will be no objection. 

Me SHERMAN. There will be no objection 
to that; and then the Senator can make any show- 
ing he desires before the committee. 

Mr. CARLILE. I will take that course. | 
hope, then, the vote will be reconsidered, and the 
bill recommitted to the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs. 

The motion to reconsider the vote by which the 
bill was indefinitely postponed, was agreed to; 
and the bill was recommitted to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

EXPENSES OF CONGRESS. 


Mr.SHERMAN. I now renew my motion that 
all prior orders be postponed, and that the Senate 
take up the bill (S. No. 142) relating to Congress. 

The motion was agreed to; and the considera- 
tion of the bill was resumed by the Senate as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr.SHERMAN. I wish to submit one ortwo 
amendments to the first section. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster in 
the chair.) The Chair is informed that there is 
an amendment pending which has not yet been 
acted upon. The question is on an amendment 

roposed by the Senator from New Jersey, { Mr. 

en Eyck,] in the ninth and tenth lines of the 
fifth section, to strike out the word ‘* document,” 
and insert ** folding”’ in each place; so as to make 
the clause read: 

One superintendent of folding-room, $1,500; two assist- 
ants in folding-room, $1,080. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr.SHERMAN. In order to correspond with 
the action of the Senate since we have had this 
bill under consideration, I move, in line seven of 
the first section, to strike out ‘* 30th day of June, 
1862,” and insert ** 4th day of March, 1863;”’ so 
that the new mileage for members of Congress will 
not commence until after the close of the present 
Congress. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Lalso move to strike out, 
in the tenth line of the first section, the word 
“ten,” and to insert ** twenty;’’ so that the mile- 
age shall be twenty cents per mile. 

After some debate the Senate agreed to twenty 
cents a mile, and although I think, ten cents is 
enough, I shall not renew the discussion, but yield 
to the vote of the Senate already taken. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HALE. I desire to submiit a small amend- 
ment in the fifth section. I move in the fifth line 
of that section to strike out * in his department, to 
be appointed by him;’’ and in the sixth line, after 
the word ‘* postmaster,” to insert ‘* chosen by the 
Senate;’’ so as to make the clause read: 

There shall be one postmaster, chosen by the Senate, 
who shall receive $1,500. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have no objection to that. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I move to reconsider the 
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vote on the amendment relative to the superin- 

tendents of the document-room and the folding- 
room. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
js on the motion to reconsider the vote by which 
the amendment of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. Ten Eyck] was adopted. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. I do not know whether it 
is courteous to resist this motion at this time. | 
wish to say something on the proposed amend- 
ment; but I have no wish to come in conflict with 
the Senator from Maine in regard to what is cour- 
teous or proper in my action. I suppose, per- 
haps, that the view I have of the matter may be 
stated as well upon this motion as upon the amend- 
ment itself, if the reconsideration were had. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to have it 
reconsidered, and then it will be open to discus- 
sion. I did not observe that the vote was taken 
at the time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on reconsidering the vote adopting the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I hope my friend from 
Maine will be satisfied with a vote in the Senate 
after the bill is reported. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I think it ought to be re- 
considered. I did not observe it when the vote 
was taken. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. It has occurred to me, sir, 
that if there was to be at this time, under the idea 
of retrenchment, the abolishment of one of these 
offices, either that of the superintendent of the 
document-room or of the superintendent of the 
folding-room, the facts connected with both these 
rooms were of such a character as to induce the 
Senate to retain the superintendent of the folding- 
room and not the superintendent of the document- 
room; but I was in hopes that before this bill was 
finally acted upon, we should know first whether 
or not the bill abolishing the franking privilege is 
to pass, because I think that is an important mat- 
ter to be considered in connection with this ques- 
tion. Ifthe bill for the abolition of the franking 
privilege should pass, then it may well be that the 
office of one of these superintendents may be abol- 
ished; but if that bill does not pass, I have no 
doubt that both these superintendents will be re- 
quired. I did not wish to anticipate a debate upon 
that subject when the circumstances of the case 
might change our views in relation to the pro- 
priety of amending this bill in the particular pro- 
posed, as it came from the committee originally, 
striking out one of these offices. But, sir, we 
have no control of that matter now, and I have 
taken the pains myself to investigate the facts, in- 
asmuch as I feel some personal interest in the 
party who has charge of the foiding-room, and I 
suppose the Senator from Maine perhaps will not 
deny that he feels some interest in the superintend- 
ent of the document-room. [ admit frankly here 
that in behalf ofafriendand acquaintance of mine, 
who occupies a position in the folding-room, I de- 
sire that the facts connected with that room may 
be stated to the Senate shortly. 

It seems to me that while the franking privilege 
is in existence, we cannot dispense with this su- 
perintendent at all; and although the Senate have 
an outline or general knowledge of the amount of 
documents, books, &c., dispatched from that es- 
tablishment, | apprehend they have no notion or 
just idea, such as the statistics will show, in con- 
nection with its operations. I will briefly state 
that there were received at the folding department 
during the year 1861, 155,200 bound books, which 
have to be folded and proportioned off to each Sen- 
ator, and kept in that department subject to their 
order. During the year 1861, 389,250 speeches 
and Daily Globes were received and folded, for 
which 736 different receipts were signed, of all of 
which a regular book account is kept. Of the 
bound books, 32,780 were delivered, one copy at 
a time, to pages and other persons, per order. It 
is also the duty of the folding department to send 
to each foreign minister and the different depart- 
ments of the General Government one copy or 
more of every bill before the Senate, and of all 
documents ordered; likewise one bound volume 
of a work. There have been 1,930 letters 
received and answered within the last six months 
in this department pertaining to its business. 

The duty of the superintendent of the document- 
room, as | understand, is to receive one bound 
copy for each Senator of all books, and annually, 
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in bulk, after they are all received, to send them | 
to the residence of each Senator; also to put all 
bills on the Senators’ desks, and keep the surplus 
when occasionally called for, making in a full 
Senate seventy, and the present Senate fifty desks || 
to be supplied; while the folding department sends || 
forty sets of all bills twice a week to the foreign 
ministers and heads of Departments, and forty- | 
seven sets of all bound booke<_#tthin seven sets 
of the whole duty performed by the document- 
roam in this respect alone. 

One comparison is only necessary, and every- | 
thing is explained. Take the Agricultural Patent | 
Office Reports; twenty thousand copies are or- | 
dered, they are sent to the folding-room, there | 
folded and retained subject to the Senators’ orders; 
in three or four months after seventy bound — 
are sent to the document-room, one for each Sen- 
ator. Every Senator is aware that when he de- 
sires a book, say the Patent Office Report, or any 
other ordered by the Senate, he sends to the fold- 
ing-room for it. 

his shows that there is a vast amount of labor 
performed in the folding-room necessarily, infi- 
nitely more extensive than that connected with 
the document-room, under the present act which 
authorizes the franking privilege; but suppose the 
franking privilege should be Soaked sea refused 
hereafter, still there would bea very large amount 
of work to be done in the folding-room, though 
not so large of course as at present. The Globe 
does not require a frank, for it goes free by act of | 
Congress. During a long session, six thousand 
sets of four volumes each have been heretofore dis- 
tributed, making twenty-four thousand volumes. 
The President’s message and the finance report 
will probably be printed for distribution after the 
abolition of the franking privilege, if it shall be 
abolished. It is supposed, too, that, notwithstand- 
ing the abolition of the franking privilege, speeches 
which are made by Senators, although they may 
not be scattered broadcast over the land in the 
way in which they have been, will continue to be 
printed and sent by Senators to their several con- 
stituents. 

I have contented myself with stating these sim- 
ple facts before the Senate, with a view to bring | 
them to a determination in relation to the choice 
which they may be called upon to make, so far as 
regards the retrenching of one or the other of these 
two offices. I beg leave to say that it is with ex- 
ceeding great pain that I moved my amendment 
under the existing circumstances, because I have 
had some intercourse myself with the superin- 
tendent of the document-room, and I believe him 
to be a most accomplished, efficient, and faithful 
officer. It is disagreeable to me to be compelled 
to make my election between these gentlemen who 
are thus situated; but being compelled to make 
the election, I am driven also to state the facts. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Had we not better take 
up the franking bill first? 

Mr. TEN EYCK. It is suggested to me by the 
Senator from Vermont, and [ think it is a wise 
and discreet suggestion, that before we pass this 
bill, and strike at the officers of Congress in this 
particular, we should take up the bill in relation 
to the franking; and I move now to suspend the 
further consideration of this bill and take up the 
bill to abolish the franking privilege. Let us settle 








Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to have 
that deferred until we reconsider the vote on the | 
amendment of the Senator from New Jersey. I | 
believe it is not contrary to the ordinary custom | 
to reconsider a vote when it has passed without | 
a Senator’s observation, where he has already | 
made objections to it. I should like to have his | 
amendment stand as an original question. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question | 
is on the motion of the Senator from New Jersey | 
to postpone the further consideration of this bill, 
for the purpose of taking up the bill abolishing 
the franking privilege. 

Mr. SHERMAN. [I trust the Senate will dis- | 
pose of this bill. I moved to postpone all prior 
orders and take it up, with a view of having it 
disposed of. There is nothing in this bill except | 
small matters of detail which ought to be arranged. | 
I think the bill is now carefully worded. This is | 
the condition of affairs upon the question which | 
has been discussed: there is a superintendent of | 
the document-room and a superintendent of the 
folding-room; I believe all admit that we can dis- 


that question first. | 


| 
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pense with one of these officers; but the difficulty 





| 1s that the Senator from Maine is interested in pre- 


serving one, and the Senator from New Jersey 
is interested in preserving the other. I do not 


| care, nor does it make any difference to the public 


service, which of these two officers is retained. 
One of them ought to be, and one alone is suffi- 


cient; which one it shall be, I do not care. 


It seems to me that we ought to dispose of this 


bill. It is a bill of some importance, and it is the 
| commencement of otherbills. Unless Congress 
| will correct the abuses that have grown up in 
| time around our own desks here, we cannot very 


well go into abuses in other departments of the 
Government. It is easy to point out objections 
to any bill; but this bill has been maturely con- 
sidered; it has been a long time before the Senate; 
every objection that could be fairly made to it has 
been made, and although it may not be perfect, it 
seems to me to be as perfect as we can get it. I 
trust we may pass it promety and send it to the 
House of Representatives. I shall insist upon 
the yeas and nays on this motion, and’ shall ad- 
here to the bill unless it is postponed by a major- 
ity of the Senate. If itis now postponed, I do 
not believe it will ever be brought up again. A 
eee will be the substantial defeat of the 

ill. I trust, therefore, Senators will excuse me 
in being persistent for the bill in its present form 
and insisting on its passage. 

Mr. FESSENDEN., Itis not unfrequently the 
case that a Senator who takes a particular interest 
in a particular bill which he has made, is apt to 
look upon it with very different eyes from othnies. 
The Senator from Ohio says this bill has been very 
maturely considered. By whom? By the Sen- 
ator from Ohio. By nobody else that I know of. 
I do not know of anybody else who has had the 
chance really to consider it. It has been on our 
tables, I know, but I for one have had no oppor- 
tunity to examine it, and it seems to me that every- 
body in the Senate must understand that I have 
not much opportunity to look at many bills out- 
side of my own committee room. [do not know 
| who has maturely considered this bill except the 
Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator from New 
Hampshire, [Mr. Crark. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator from New 
Hampshire may have considered it also; but as 
to the maturity of his views | am not advised, and 
I believe he rather disclaims it. I may be mis- 
taken about that, however. I think the bill is 
not just in many of its provisions. The Senator 
from Ohio talks about the abuses that have grown 
up hgre in the Senate, and he wishes to dispose 
of them. Well, sir, there may be some; but we 
who have been here a good while and have been 
in the habit of considering them, are not quite so 
well satisfied of the extent of those abuses as the 
Senator from Ohio, who is comparatively a very 
new member of the Senate, and who has suddenly 
discovered all these great abuses in the Senate. 

1 have not had a chance to look over the bill 
minutely; but there are some very grave mistakes 
in it, and mistakes that do a great deal of injus- 
tice, in my opinion, to those who are connected 
with the Senate. In the first place, it is not cor- 
rect that everybody in the Senate concedes that 
one of these two offices, either the superintendent 
| of the folding-room or the superintendent of the 
document-room ought to be abolished. I do not 
concede it byany means. I think that unless you 
repeal the franking privilege, they both ought to 
be continued; they are both necessary, both essen- 
tial. That is my opinion, and, contrary to the 
view expressed by the Senator from Ohio, I am 
inclined to think that will be the opinion of the 
majority of the Senate. If we abolish the frank- 
ing privilege, my friend from New Jersey will not 
contend that we want a superintendent of the fold- 
| ing-room; for there will be comparatively nothing 
to do there; we shall have no documents to dis- 
tribute, and we shall have no specches to be folded. 
It is perhaps an abuse that we fold our own 
speeches in the folding-room at public expense, 
and that might be abolished; but if you abolish 
the franking privilege, there is nothing left com- 
paratively for anybody there to do. One man 
' could do it all with perfect ease and with very 
| little labor. If you do not abolish the franking 
privilege the office ought to be continued; the labor 
is very considerable, undoubtedly; and whether 
he is a new officer or an old one, I think he ought 
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to be continued at a reasonable salary. If his 
salary is too large strike it down. 

But | say, on the other hand, that, whether you 
abolish the franking privilege or not, you cannot, 
consist ntly with your own ¢ onventence and com: 
fort, dispense Ww uh the supe rintendent of the doc- 
ument-room. We all know that it needs a man 
of experience to do that work, a man who is 
familiar with it, and has been familiar with it for 
a considerable ume. 
tendent went out, one of his assistants was taken 
for the reason that a new man could not fill his 
place and make himself competent to do the work 
for a very considerable time. We all know an- 
other thing—I say it without fear of contradiction 
because most of the Senators know him; the Sen- 
ator from New Jersey admits that he is a most 


valuable oficer—that the officer at the head of the | 


document-room has information that we can get 
nowhere else, because he is the only man who 
has had the opportunity to getit. And what has 
he to do? 
are laid upon our tables every morning have to 


Every one of the bills and reports that | 


pass through his hands. All the legislative busi- | 
ness of Congre SS passes through his hands. It | 


goes to him; he furnishes us with all our bills and 
reports; he has them laid on our tables; he files 
them; he has to keep a record of everything; and 
he is obliged to make an index of everything that 
passes through his hands. All the ordinary legis- 
lative printing and all the documents printed for 


preservation for the use of members and others, 


are distributed by him—not the extra documents 
that are printed merely for distribution, but all 
the original documeuts. All the bound documents 
mss through his hands and are regulated by him. 
More than that. Those of us who have occasion 


to look into the business of Congress, to find re- | 
ports and other documents, are obliged to trust to 


him 
when we are new members; and although | may 
now be considered an old member, | cannot. 
We are all compelled to call upon the man who 
ia familiar with them and has made himself ac- 


We cannot find them ourselves, especially | 


quainted with them by examination and having 


He can always tell us where in- 
formation upon different subjects of legislation can 
be found, and he js the only man who does know 


if 


to handle them. 


ug skill, requiring knowledge, and such as he 
only has among those connected with the Senate. 
The business of the folding-room, however, al- 
though large, may be done by anybody. It is 
merely the folding of documents that go there, 
and tying them up one by one, and sendingthem 
around to members, He only has to supef™tend 
that operation, One man may do it about as well 


tributed, of course. Itis a labor, to be sure—a 
labor that must be accomplished, and a very con- 
siderable labor so long as the franking privilege 
exists—but it isa labor that does not require any- 
thing more than a very ordinary capacity. It does 
not require any great experience. Lt is mere work 
that one man may do just aboutas wellas another. 
That is the difference between the two. 


Now, I believe that both these officers are abso- | 


|| injustice; but I think we ought to have time to 
| consider it; and | must really say to my friend 


lutely necessary ifthe franking privilege continues. 
I believe that the superintendent of the document- 


room is absolutely essential any way, that we | 


cannot get along without him at all, and members 
who have been here any considerable length of 


time are perfectly aware of that fact, and I believe | 


I shall be borne out in it by them. The Senator 
from Ohio thinks it is a matter of indifference | 
which of these officers is continued. Itis because 
he is aiming for a particular thing, to strike at 
somebody, and he seems not to care who it is if 
he only strikes off some one. I think they ought 
both to he continued if the franking privilege re- 
mains. Besides, the bill, as I understand, reduces 
all our clerks in the Senate to $1,200 a year. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It reduces someof them to | 


When the former superin- | 


It is a business requiring experience, requir- || 
| We are bound to look after the public interest and 
| to reduce expenditures where they are too large; 


| ahead with a broadax and cut, and cut, and cut 


$1,200. Itleaves one at $2,000, two at $1,800, and | 
some at an I\ 
Mr. MORRILL. One at $1,800; not two. 


Mr. SHERMAN. One clerk has been added to 
the $1,800 list since the bill was originally drawn. 
r. FESSENDEN. I have not examined this 

bill sufficiently to speak with any sort of certainty 
about it; but I do not think there is a clerk con- 
nected with this body who ought to be reduced to | 
$1,200 a year. The clerks that we have here are | 


| have not got to such a state of poverty and misery 


| in this country yet, and I hope we shall not get 
as another, a new man as well asan old. He must || 


keep a record of the documents folded and dis- || 


| of this bill until we act on the question of the 
franking privilege as a defeat of it by any means. 


1 
ordinarily—all that I know, certainly—men who | 
earn more money than that, or who ought toearn | 
more money than that. It isa very low rate of 
compensation. It is what is given in the Depart- 
ments to any copying clerk who goes there with 
little accomplishments to do ordinary business. 
We require in all our clerks a careful set of edu- 
cated men, and we have them generally; men 
whose services are worth more, and who ought 
to be paid more than that. I do not think there 
isone of them whom I would be willing to reduce 
to $1,200 a year, Still I cannot say, because I 
have not examined this bill, how far the Senator 
goes upon that point, I have not had a chance to 
do it, and I should really like to look at it further. 
1 do not think the public interest will suffer by a 
litthe delay; nor do | regard the postponement of 
the bill unul it can be considered as necessarily 
its defeat. 

I will state another reason why I have not ex- 
amined it particularly. I have not known really 
what bill was to be insisted upon and to be passed. 
In the first place, here is this bill. I like the prin- 
ciple of it, and I am willing to go with the Senator 
to sustain the bill; provided the details can be cor- 
rected where | think they are wrong; but for the 
sake of a reduction of the public burdens, | would 
even sacrifice something in that particular, so that 
gross injustice was not done to individuals. Then 
there is the military bill which has been urged by 
the Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Wixson,]} 
that strikes off ten per cent. from all salaries. 
Then, in the tax bill reported in the other House, 
a general tax is imposed on all official salaries. 
The Senator from Ohio sustained the bill of the 
Senator from Massachusetts; he sustains this; 
what is to be the consequence? You take one of 
our clerks, you eg to $1,200 by this bill, 
then you strike off ten per cent. of that by the bill 
of the Senator from Massachusetts. You bring 
down our messengers and everybody connected 
with the Senate to the lowest possible notch you 
can screw them down to, take off ten per cent., 
and then impose a tax upon them. Connecting 
with all that the depreciation of currency, if there 
is to be any depreciation, and the increased price 
of living, and I think they will be in pretty poor 
condition. 

There ought to be reason in all these things. 


but I do not like the idea that we are bound to go 


merely for the sake of cutting, without regarding 
what is to be the consequence to individuals. We 


to it. I should like to know which system is to 
prevail. Is it to be that of the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts which the Senator from Ohio opposed, 
and yet declared he would vote for, or is it to be 
that of the Senator from Ohio, or is itto be both ? 
1 do not know, and | have been waiting to see 
which was to be urged. I like this best, and am 
inclined to sustain it—I mean the idea of it, the 
system; I do not mean all its details, though | 
should, perhaps, be willing to agree toesome of 
them. think it is a system less calculated to do 


| 


from Ohio that l shallnot regard a postponement 


It has been up once before and has been postponed. 
It is not an unusual course of proceeding in this 
body thata billintroduced here should lie for weeks 
until it can be properly considered and digested. 
Iam not willing, myself, to take, as conclusive 
upon the matter, the consideration which has been 
given to it by the two Senators who were mem- 
bers of the commission. I am satisfied that there 
are few other Senators, if any, who have given it 
the consideration it deserves, 


Mr. SHERMAN. As we have but two orthree 





as | know we cannot in the mean time get a vote 
on this bill, perhaps I may as well take those two 
or three minutes to reply to the fifteen minutes’ 


argument of the Senator from Maine. 


| 


he Senator says this bill has not been consid- 
ered. I say to him it has been considered by a 
committee composed of two members of this Sen- 
ate, both of whom have had a number of years’ 


minutes before the special order will come up, and 
experience in Congress, and three very intelligent | 
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members of the House of Representatives, | has 
been agreed to by them unanimously, after a full 
and careful consideration of the whole subject. 
matter. Although l'am a new Senator—[ a 
thankful to the Senator for reminding me of (\,q: 
| —as this bill relates to the expenditures of both 
_ Houses of Congress, my experience in the othe 
_ branch of Congress might justify me in express. 
| ing an opinion on the subject. 
I think there is no occasion for a superintend- 
| entof the document-room and a superintendent 
of the folding-room. One of these officers can exy- 
tainly be dispensed with. But suppose the Sep- 
ator disagrees with me in that: is it not very easy 
| to takea vote of the Senate upon it? | agreed with 
| his reasoning, and inserted a provision to retain 
| the superintendent of the document-room and dis- 
pense with the superintendent of the folding-room. 
There is no reason in the world why one of these 
officers could not superintend both rooms. These 
| superintendents have more or less clerks, Jabor- 
ers, and employés under them; and this bil] pro- 
| vides for assistants, clerks, and laborers. I say 
| there is nota particle of use for both these officers. 
Instead of referring to the superintendent of the 
document-room for information, we go to the |j- 
| brary. There is no practical difficulty at all on 
this subject. 
| In regard to the clerks of the Senate. I do not 
| desire to strike at them; but I think $1,200 a year 
| compensation, for three months during one year 
| and for five months during the other year, is suf- 
ficient to secure the services of competent clerks, 
If 1 am not correct in that, let the Senator move to 
increase the amount. I think $1,200 is sufficient. 
, We must commence reduction somewhere. The 
most thankless office in the world is to stand here 
and seek to reduce the compensation of any man. 
The person affected, as a matter of course, will 
think it is a blow at him, and not to change the 
| system. I know it is very difficult to frame any 
| bill embracing a great number of persons, without 
being open to criticism; but, it seems to me, we 
' must do something of the kind, and wherever we 
| can dispense with an officer we should do it, 
The Senator agrees with me in the principle of 
this bill. It has been on his table for some time. 
I have conversed with him about it. It has been 
reported nearly two months. It has been the sub- 
ject of conversation. It was brought up here and 
was discussed before. The Senator says he has 
not read it; but when will he read it? 


After this 
matter is postponed, he will never think of it again 
until itis brought before the Senate. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 1 will try to do so. 

Mr. SHERMAN. He may doso now, because 
he is under a specific pledge. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. If the Senator will only 
furnish me a copy. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I cannot do that. Senators 
must get them for themselves. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I will get one. 

Mr.SHERMAN. Here is the difficulty; when- 
| ever the bill is brought ap, itis postponed because 
the Senator has not had an opportunity to con 
sider it. It seems to me the Senator must take a 
little on the information derived from others, and 
not depend solely on his own judgment on all 
these matters; or at least he ought to be willing 
to go on with the bill when it is brought before 
the body. I know we take a great deal on bis 
judgment. We pass bills here, reported by him, 
sometimes without any examination whatever: 
/and it seems to me he ought not to criticise the 
labors of others. 

In conclusion, I will only repeat that I have 
said many times in this Senate that, under dire 
necessity, we must revise all the expenses of this 
Government. I am willing to commence with 
myself; then with those around me; and then ex- 
tending the circle to those that are further off, 
until finally, and as a last resort, we strike at the 
Army and Navy, and all the officers engaged in 

those branches of the public service. 1 care not 
in what form it comes, whether in the shape of & 
tax, a pro rata reduction, or a carefully analyzed 
deduction, I am willing to vote for it, and | am 








willing to commence with myself. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The morning 
hour having expired, it becomes the duty of the 
Chair to execute the order of the Senate, that the 

| Senate proceed to the consideration of executive 
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business. ‘The Sergeant-at-Arms will clear the 
calleries and close the doors. 


* Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not understand that 
an order to go inte executive session is anything 
more than any other order that the Senate may 
make. There is a bill pending, which ts in order 
this morning at one o’clock, upon which my col- 
league has the floor, and I apprehend it will take 
a vote of the Senate to go into executive session. 
We can go into executive session atany time. I 
supposed that the bill which has been under dis- 
cussion for some days would be before the Senate 


at this hour, and, upon that, my colleague took | 


the floor yesterday, and is entitled to the floor this 
morning. If he does not desire to go on, other per- 
sons would. I suppose that bill has precedence. 


My understanding yesterday, when he took the 
floor, was that it would come up at one o’clock to- | 


day. It is a special order, made so by order of the 
Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It was ordered 
by the Senate yesterday, in executive session, that 
at one o’clock to-day the Senate should proceed 
to the consideration of executive business. The 
impression of the Chair is, an order of that sort 
cannot, of course, be discussed in open session — 
that the Senate must, at this hour, go into execu- 
tive session. 
priority cannot be discussed in open session. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. [apprehend it requires a 
motion to go into executive session, notwithstand- 
ing that order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Such is not the 
opinion of the Chair. The order made in execu- 
tive session must be enforced by the Chair when 
the hour arrives, and cannot be discussed in open 
Senate. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I must be constrained to 
appeal from the decision of the Chair. That de- 
cision makes the action of the Senate in executive 
session superior to its action in open session. How 
does that order of the Senate in executive session 
differ from an order of the Senate in open session? 
If there were two orders for one o’clock to-day 
the oldest one would have precedence. Suppose 
that two special orders had been assigned for to- 
day; that the Senate on a former day had resolved 
that at one o’clock to-day bill No. 1 should be 
taken up,and had also resolved on a former day, 
but subsequent to the first order, that at one 
o’clock to-day, bill No. 2 should be taken up; 
when the hour arrived, what would the Presiding 
Officer do? Surely he would call up Senate bill 
No. 1 because it was the oldest special order. 


The Gusptign of which should have | 
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proper. No one attempted to interrupt the order 


| of the Senate made in executive session; no busi- 


ness ever interfered with it; and we discussed: it 
for several weeks unul it was finally acted upen. 
That seems to be an example in point; and that 
is the only one I recollect. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 1 should like to make an 
inquiry of the Senator from Maryland on one 
point, 


| course it would necessarily come up; but in that 


| order, which was older, on the first day? 


case, did it come in conflict with another special 
After 
the first day it could not, because, being the busi- 
ness under consideration the day previous, and a 


| special order for one o’clock each day, it would 


necessarily run along, and nothing would inter- || 


fere with it, and this question of priority would 
not arise, It could only have arisen on the first 
day. Now, if there was another special order 


Being the oldest order of that kind, of | 


for the first day after the Senate resolved to pro- | 


ceed with the consideration of the Texas treaty, 


| and the question was raised, then it would be a | 
| decision in point, and I should be disposed to ac- | 
quiesce; but if there was no special order to con- | 


There is another rule of the Senate that at one | 


o’clock the business which was pending on the 
day previous is to be called up; and if there are 
several special orders for one o’clock, the one 
under consideration the day previous, being un- 
finished business, is entitled to precedence, as I 
understand it, on the succeeding day. Now, sir, 
does this differ in any respect from the case of 
several different special orders? I think it would 
be establishing a very bad precedent to say that 
an order made in executive session was to over- 
ride the decisions of the Senate made in open ses- 


sion, if they come in conflict with each other. 1 |} 


do not know that this is a question that has been | 


settled by any practice of the Senate. 
remember an instance of the kind since I have been 
amember of the body; but it does seem to me 
that the oldest order, or that business which would 
be entitled to precedence, is entitled to precedence 
now, and the fact that this other order was made 


Ido not | 


in executive session cannot change it. If the Sen- || 
ate had resolved yesterday to take up at,one | 


o’clock to-day bill No, 16, would bill No. 16 have 
come up at one o’clock, if there had been a prior 
order? Does this amount to anything more? | It 
seems to me that the other question has precedence. 

Mr, PEARCE. Touching the remarks. made 
by the Senator from Illinois, I recollect one case 
which, it seems to me, may be. in point. I re- 
member that in the year 1844, when the Texas 
treaty was pending, the Senate determined in ex- 
ecutive session—and I ani violating no injunction 
of secrecy, because that has been removed—to go 
inlo executive session every day at one o’clock 
until that treaty was disposed of. Accordingly, 
when one o’clock arrived, the Chair announced 


that the Senate must go into executive session; | 
and I never heard it contended, during the whole | 


period of several weeks we were engaged in that 


diseussion, that his decision was not perfectly | 


flict with it, of course, having once been entered 
upon, it would have had precedence all along. 
H 
and the question I desire to present is between 
that and an order to go into executive session. 
Mr. PEARCE. At this distance of ume—it 
is now some eighteen years since—I cannot say 
whether there was any special order pending in 
legislative session. I take it for granted, how- 
ever, that such was the case; because ever since 
I have been a member of the Senate there have 
been very numerous special orders always upon 
our Calendar. I take it for granted, therefore, 
there were special orders at that time. But special 
orders in legislative session apply to the business 
of legislative session, and where there is a special 


ere is another special order of an older date; | 


order of the Senate in executive session, | appre- | 


hend it will not be considered as at all in conflict 
with special orders in legislative session, and the 
determination of the Senate in executive session 


will control the action of the body in legislative | 


session, so far as carrying the body into execu- 
tive session, when the hour arrives, is concerned. 


That certainly was the usage of the Senate at the 


time I.mention. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If that has been the usage 
of the Senate—I do not recollect any case my- 
self—I shall not persist in the appeal from the de- 
cision of the Chair, though it does strike me that 
the oldest order would be the proper one to con- 
sider. However, I shall not persist in it, under 
the statement made by the Senator from Mary- 
land. I had not known of a case of the kind. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator withdraw his appeal from the decision of the 
Chair? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Yes, sir; I withdraw it, 
if that has been the practice of the Senate. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It becomes the 
duty of the Chair to execute the order of the Sen- 
ate made yesterday. ‘The Sergeant-at-Arms will 
clear the galleries and close the doors. 
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transmitting a translation of an instruction to the 
minister of his Majesty the King of Ltaly, accred- 
ited to this Government, and a copy of a note to 
that minister from the Secretary of State, relating 
to the settlementof the question arising out of the 


| capture and detention of certain citizens of the 


United States, passengers on board the British 
steamer Trent, by order of Captain Wilkes, of 
the United States Navy; which was referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed, ' 

COAST SURVEY. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury in reply to a resolution of the House of Rep- 
resentatives of January 7, 1862, calling for certain 
information in reference to the coast survey; which 


| was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 


The Senate thereupon proceeded to the consid- | 


eration of executive business; and after some time 
spent therein, the doors were reopened, and the 
Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, March 6, 1862. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 

by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Stockton. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
COTTON IN PORTUGUESE COLONIES. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- 
sage of the President of the United States, trans- 
mitting a copy of a dispatch to the Secretary of 
State from the minister resident of the United 


| States at Lisbon, concerning recent measures 


which have been adopted by the Government of 
Portugal, intended to encourage the growth and 
to enlarge the area of the culture of cotton in its 
African possessions; which was referred to the 


Prayer 


Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be | 


printed. 
THE TRENT AFFATR. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 


| message of the President of the United States, | 


and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. I move that one thou- 
sand extra copies be ordered to be printed, 

The motion was referred to the Committee on 
Printing. 

A ROBERT F. WINSLOW. 

Mr. LOVEJOY, by unanimous consent, re- 
ported back from the Committee of Ciaims the 
memorial of Robert F. Winslow, and asked that 


| the committee be discharged from its further con- 


sideration, and that itbe referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

It was so ordered. 

DEPUTY INSPECTORS GENERAL. 

Mr. BUFFINTON, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill to authorize the appointment of 
two deputy inspectors general; which was reada 
first and second time, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 

VOLUNTEER SERVICE. 

Mr. GOODWIN, by unanimous consent, re- 
ported from the Committee on Invalid Pensions a 
bill to amend anactentitled ** An act to authorize 
the employment of volunteers to aid in enforcing 
the laws and protecting public property;”? which 
was read a first.and second time, and recommitted 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

KENTUCKY VOLUNTEERS. 

Mr. HARDING, by unanimous consent, of- 
fered the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed 
to inquire into the justice and propriety of providing by 
law for the compensation of Captain Edward Penn, of Tay 
lor county, Kentucky, for a horse lost and military service 
rendered by him to the United States; and also to inquire 
into Me justice and propriety of providing compensation to 
officers and privates for military service rendered by them, 
under the command of the said Penn; and to report by bill 
or otherwise. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. KELLEY. I rise to aquestion of privilege. 
It may not be technically a question of privilege, 
but | trust the House will so treat it. | ask unani- 
mous consent to make a brief statement touching 
a valued friend and constituent, to whom very 
grave injustice has been done by one of the com- 
mittees of the House. 

‘The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that is not 
a question of privilege. 

Mr. KELLEY. lask consent to make a state- 
ment, 

Objection was made. 

Mr. KELLEY. !ask gentlemen to withdraw 
their objection, and hear what the statement is. 
It is not a favor to myself. 

Objection was not withdrawn. 


MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 

Mr. ALDRICH, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill to increase the efficiency of the med- 
ical department of the Army; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 

DENHAM AND TOWNSBY. 

Mr. GRIDER, by unanimous consent, reported 
from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims a 
bill for the benefit of the heirs and administrators 
of John Denham and George Townsby, deceased; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House, and ordered 
to be printed. 

CAPTAIN MONTGOMERY. 

Mr. GRIDER also, by unanimous consent, re- 

ported from the same committee a bill for the ben- 
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efit of Captain Montgomery, deceased, an officer 
in the army of the Revolution; which was read a 


first and second time, referred to a Committee of 


the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 
PICTURE OF GENERAL SCOTT. 


Mr. MALLORY. I ask unanimous consent 
to introduce the following joint resolution: 


Resolved hy the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That | 


the Joint Committee on the Library be instructed to pur- 
chase Troy’s picture of General Scott. 


Mr. LOVEJOY and others objected. 
LABOR IN NAVY-YARDS. 
Mr. PIKE. | ask unanimous consent to report 


from the Committee on Naval Affairs, and have || 


put upon its passage, a bill to amend an act en- 


titled ** An act to further promote the efficiency of 


the Navy,” approved December 21, 1861. 

The bill was read for information. It enacts 
that the eighth section of the act referred to shall 
be so amended as thatthe hours of labor and the 


rate of wages of employés in the navy-yards 
shall conform, as nearly as is consistent with the 
public interests, with those of private establish- 
ments in the immediate vicinity of the respective 


yards, and to be determined by the commandants 
of the navy-yards, subject to the approval and 
revision of the Secretary of the Navy. 

Mr. PENDLETON. Is it proposed to refer 
this bill to a committee ? 

The SPEAKER. Iltis proposed that it shall 
be acted on at this time. 

Mr. PENDLETON. 


I object to its being re- 
ported for that purpose, 


WESTERN MILITARY CLAIMS. 


Mr. BINGHAM. I rise to a question of priv- 
ilege. I present the report of the committee of 
conference on the part of the House on the dis- 
agreeing votes of the two Houses on joint resolu- 
tion S. No. 22. 

The report was read, as follows: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 


the two Houses on the amendments to the joint resolution 
(8. No. 22) providing for the payment ofthe awards of the 
commission to investigate the military claims in the depart- 


ment of the West, having met, after full and free confer- 
ence have agreed to recommend, and do recommend, to 
their respective Houses as follows: 


That the Senate agree to the amendment of the House 
with an amendment, as follows: 


Insert in lieu of the words stricken out by the House, the 
following: 

This resolution shall apply only to claims and contracts 
for service, labor, or materials, and for subsistence, cloth- 
ing, transportation, arms, supplies, and the purchase, hire, 
and construction of vessels. 


JOUN A. BINGHAM? 

JAMES F. WILSON, 
Managers on the part of the House. 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

DANIEL CLARK, 

MILTON 8. LATHAM, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I move the previous ques- 
tion on the adoption of the report. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under its operation the 
report was adopted. 

Mr. BINGHAM moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the report wasadopted; and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


DIVISION STAFF OFFICERS. 
The SPEAKER announced the business regu- 


larly in order to be the consideration of the bill of 


the Senate (No. 122) providing for the organiza- 
tion of the staff attached to divisions of the Army 
of the United States, regular and volunteer, post- 
poned on the 3d instant to this day, upon which 
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. Brain] was en- 
titled to the floor. 

The bill was read. It provides that, during the 
existing insurrection and rebellion, each division 
of the forces of the United States, consisting of 
two or more brigades, shall have the following offi- 
cers attached thereto, who shall constitute the staff 
of the permanent commander thereof, namely: one 
assistant adjutant general, and one assistant in- 
spector general, who shall bear, respectively, the 
rank of major, and who shall be assigned from 
the Army or volunteer forces. Also three aids- 
de-camp, to bear the rank of captain, to be ap- 
pointed by the President, upon the recommend- 
ation of the commander of the division, and the 
appointment to cease apon the expiration of his 








|, are provided by law for officers of cavalry of cor- 
| responding rank. 
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| commander, may be assigned by the President to 
|| actas such division judge advocate, who shall bear 
| the rank of captain while so assigned. Said offi- 


_ with the same rank and promotion as if they had 


| division. 


| quartermaster and one commissary of subsist- 


| gentleman from Missouri whether the last line of 


| the House that this bill is considered by the com- 


| here that General McDowell urges its passage; 
| that General Burnside has written to the com- 


| these additional officers. 


divisioncommand. Also one medical director, to 
bear the rank of major, and to be assigned from 
the surgeons or assistant surgeons of the regular 
Army, or from the brigade surgeons of volunteers. 
The division commander may detail an officer of 
his command, of the rank of captain, to act as 
judge advocate of the division, or a lieutenant of 
id epibaad, upon the recommendation of said 


cers shall receive the same pay and allowances as 


Any officers of the regular 
Army assigned and detached to staff duty, as 
above provided, shall, upon the cessation of such 
service, resume their position inthe regularArmy, 


continued to serve in their own regiments or corps. 
The senior officer of artillery in each division shall, 
in addition to his other duties, act as chief of ar- 
tillery and ordnance at the headquarters of the 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I am authorized 
by the Committee on Military Affairs to move to 
amend the bill, by inserting in the eighth line, after 
the words ‘* adjutant general,’’ the words ‘ one 


ence.”’ 

I will state to the House that this bill creates no 
new officers. It authorizes to be detailed from the 
Army, regular and volunteer, certain officers now 
in service. Itdoes, however, give some additional 
rank. It gives to several of the officers who, under 
the law as it now exists, hold the rank of captain 
the rank of major. And this is necessary, if these 
persons are to command the other officers under 
them in the division. The brigade quartermas- 
ters, regimental quartermasters, and commissa- 
ries of subsistence should be under the command 
of the division quartermaster, and he should, of 
course, hold a superior rank. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. I wish to ask the 
the bill, as printed, is really the end of the bill 
now before the House? The reading of the bill 
was concluded by the Clerk with the word * di- 
vision.’’ I inquire of the gentleman whether that 
is really the end of the bill? 

The SPEAKER. The bill ends with the word 
**division,”’ as read by the Clerk. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I desire to state to 


manders of divisions, with whom I have conversed 
upon the subject, as very essential. I will state 


mander-in-chief, insisting that he shall be allowed 


We know, Mr. Speaker, that in some instances 
this same object has been accomplished in another 
way; that in the case of General Lang, for in- 
stance, who, for the purposes of the expedition 
upon which he proposed to enter, required a larger 
staff, and to accomplish the purpose, staff officers 
had to be appointed on General McClellan’s staff 
and then assigned for duty to General Lang, in 
Kansas. The increase of staff was considered 
necessary by General Lane, and it seems the rep- 
resentations made by him to the President and 
War Department were so satisfactory that they 
acceded to his request. 

I say it is deemed essential by commanders of 
divisions that they should be allowed upon their 
staffs the officers provided for by this bill. I have 
had no conversation with any officer in command 
of a military department of the Army who has 
not insisted upon the passage of the bill now be- 
fore the House. 

I believe 1 was incorrect in the statement with 
which I set out that this bill does not create any 
new officers, in one respect. It does allow three 
aids-de-camp, while the law, as it now stands, 
only allows two to the commander of a division. 
In every other respect, I believe, the statement I 
made is correct. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Will the gentleman per- 
mit me to submit a few remarks upon the subject 
of this bill? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 
gentleman. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Mr, Speaker, last Mon- 
day, | interposed an objection to the passage of 


I will yield to the 


| this bill, because it was suddenly brought before 
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the House, and I desired to examine 
it. In the interval, I have given it 
attention, and I am confirmed in m 
it ought not to pass. If it is to ass, there are 
some points on which it is highly important j: 
should be amended. But I think a calm consider 

ation will bring the House to the conclusion that 
it ought not to become a law. 

As it stands, it proposes to increase the staff of 
nearly every division commander in the Army. It 
adds three officers, and if the amendment of the 
gentleman from Missouri (Mr. Brair] for a diyis- 
on quartermaster and a division commissary of 
subsistence be adopted, it will add five, each with 
a rank above any member of the present staff, and 
it will increase the rank of the former staff posi- 
tions a corresponding grade, and, of course, with 
the rank there will be an increase of pay. J wij! 
speak more particularly of this again. 

The member from Missouri commends this bj] 
to the House upon the score of necessity, and he 
names one or two officers who are particularly 
anxious for the passage of this bill. Mr. Speaker 
I should hesitate very much before I would make 
any obstacle to the passage of a measure essen- 
tial to a vigorous and efficient organization of the 
Army; but it appears to me that the objections to 
the present method by which these division com- 
manders—if this bill be the result of their recom- 
mendation—seek,their purpose is open to so many 
objections that it ought not to be adopted by the 
House. 

The gentleman refers to the opinion of General 
Burnside, who, he informs the House, has writ- 
ten to the Department, insisting upon the passage 
of some law by which his staff may be increased. 
Well, sir, there may be instances in which it may 
be desirable to enlarge the staff of a general in 
command of a department; and the gentleman, in 
the reference he made to the course pursued in the 
case of General Lang, has shown that it is already 
within the power of the President of the United 
States, when an emergency exists, requiring an 
increased staff for the commander of a division, 
to give that increase. But the fact that General 
Burnside requires additional members of his staff, 
it strikes me, is no valid argument for the passage 
of a wholesale bill like this. The necessity in the 
case of General Burnside will not apply to com- 
manders of divisions in the Army generally, for 
the reason that he isin command of an independ- 
ent and separate corps; he is in command of an 
independent, separate department, whereas in the 
case of a large majority of division commanders, 
such, for instance, as those in the army of the 
Potomac, no such increase is necessary, because 
they are immediately connected with the com- 
ak general, whose staff has been created 
with reference to all the probable emergencies of 
the service. Hence, there is not the same neces- 
sity for a large staff for a commanding general 
of a division in this army there would be fora 
ow commanding a separate and independent 

ivision or department. 

But, Mr. Speaker, this is the first intimation | 
have heard, of a formal character, that General 
Burnside did require an increase of his staff. | 
did hear that, before he started upon his expedi- 
tion, he had expressed the desire to have an addi- 
tional staff, and that officers should be detailed for 
that purpose; but I do not think he has putin any 
official hitase the opinion that his operations at 
Roanoke island were atall crippled by wantof staff 
officers. I am very sure we have had no complaint 
from General Sherman that his operations at Port 
Royal were impeded by reason of a like cause, or 
from General Grant that he suffered inconvenience 
at Fort Donelson. Yet, if it were true in these 
particular cases, that an additional number of staff 
officers is required, that would furnish no argu- 
ment in favor of a general increase of staff for 
every division general in the Army, no matter 
what may be the circumstances of his command. 

Now, sir, in the third line of the bill you will 
find that its terms apply to every general com- 
manding a division of the Army which ‘‘ consists 
of two or more brigades.’’ Now, if this bill passes, 
every general commanding a division which in- 
cludes two or more brigades, no matter what may 
be the circumstances of his command, whether 
in camp or field, will be entitled to this enlarged 
staff; so that even if it were true that these gen- 
erals commanding separate departments, or these 
generals commanding divisions actively engaged, 
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required these staff officers, it would not avail in 


favor of the adoption of that particular feature of 
this bill; and if the bill is to be passed, I think it 
highly important that this word * two’’ should be 
erased. We should stand toour legislation of July 
last, Which required that each division should con- 
sist of three brigades, or bring it up to the stand- 
vd which has been practically established, and 
make itapply only to those generals who have four 
brigades under their command, 

In the next place, I find that the assistant ad- 
‘atant general upon the staff of each general com- 
manding a division in this entire Army is to be 
raised to the rank of a major. His duties are not 
increased in the least by this bill. He remains 
substantially assistant adjutant general of pre- 
cisely as many brigades as he does at present. 
His duties are not increased in the least, and yet 
you propose to raise his rank by one grade and 
his pay correspondingly. Now, why? There is 
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Mr. Speaker, the next point open to criticism 
is this: there is a creation of the’ office of medical 
director. Here, again, | must differ from my 
friend from Missouri, who intimates that the mere 
detailing of a brigade surgeon of volunteers, or of 
a surgeon or assistant surgeon of the regular Army 
to do duty as medical director, will not create a 
vacancy in the position which he now fills, and 
will nat be an actual creation of an office. Now, 
take as an illustration any one of your divisions. 
You have a division with three brigades, each bri- 
gade having a surgeon. Upon the passage of this 
bill creating a medical director, the medical de- 


| partment of the Army will detail from the volun- 


| act as medical director. 


teer corps, or the regular Army, a gentleman to 
Suppose a brigade sur- 


| geon of the volunteer corps be detailed for this 


no other reason for it, except that in subsequent || 


portions of this bill you bring into the general’s 
staff an assistant inspector general and a medical 
director, who have the rank of major, and it is 
necessary, in order to make this organization 
complete, that you should raise this assistant ad- 


jutant general—generally called the chief of staff— | 
to the same rank as the two officers you Intro- | 


duce. Butif,as | hope, the House will vote out 
of the bill these two particular features, then there 
will be no necessity for the adoption of this, since 
they all hang together. 

Again: there is to be an assistant inspector gen- 


eral, ranking as major, to be introduced into every | 


staff. Now, thatis, as I understand it, an increase 
of officers. The gentleman from Missouri says 
that these assistant inspectors general are merely 
to be detailed, and that there will be no increase 
in the number of officers. Well, sir, if an assist- 
unt inspector general is detailed to a staff he must 
be detailed from some other position, and either 
the duties of the position which he formerly filled 


will not be performed, or you will be obliged to in- | 


crease the number of assistant inspectors general, 
or else to detail from some other part of yourarmy 
organization persons to perform their duties; and I 
think that practically it will be impossible to carry 
out this bitl without making a very large increase 
in the number of officers. , 

But what is the necessity of this assistant in- 
spector general? I confess that [ approach the 
discussion of a puint of that sort with some de- 
gree of diffidence; but, so far as my observation 
goes, and so far as ordinary reasoning indicates, 


[ cannot see that there is any necessity for the | 


addition to the staff of every division general of 
this office of an assistant inspector general. I can 
understand why you require an assistant in- 


spector general for every department of the Army, | 


but [ cannot see any necessity for the addition of 


an assistant inspector general to the staff of every | 


general commanding a division throughout the 
Army. As every one knows, the Army regula- 
tions provide for a regular system of company 
and regimental inspection; and whether the Army 
is in the camp or the field, every regiment and 
every company is obliged to undergo inspection. 
Now, if our company and regimental officers are 
worth anything—and I presume they are, for they 


have been five or six months learning—they can | 


perform this duty; and while it may be necessary 
and perfectly proper for the commanding general 
of a department, or of the Army, to have one or 
more inspectors general on his staff to detail, 
with a view to a general inspection of the Army 
at particular intervals, thes@ is no necessity, as I 
believe, for the creation of these offices. 

I have conversed with some military gentlemen 
who, hearing of my opposition to this bill, were 
anxious to remove the grounds of my objection, 
but Iconfess that [ have not yet seen one who 
could give any reason, valid or invalid, for the 
creation of these offices except that it is desirable 
to make our army organization as complete as pos- 
sible, and that it would be well to make a head in 
every division to every department of the divis- 
ion. If you proceed upon that basis, you will 
create office upon office, serving no useful purpose 
‘xcept to make things a little better rounded off. 
| confess that you would have, in theory, a more 
complete organization of the divisions of your 
Army, but I believe that not one division would 


be more effective in consequence of it than it is 
now, 


| if you pass this bill creating the office of medical 
| director for each of the divisions of the Army, you 














| 


| I have seen in the House this winter. I find that || 


purpose, as he would be of course, that will take 
bias away from his brigade, and you must then 
allow that brigade to be without a brigade sur- 
geon, or else the detailing of a brigade surgeon as 
medical director does create an office. You have 


|| I believe now one hundred and thirty or one hun- 


rectly. 
both Houses of Congress declared in July last 
that the aids for general officers should be taken 
from the regular Army or volunteer corps, there 
| is an attempt now made to leave out that limita- 
tion? I willnot go into motives or purposes; but 
I object to that feature. Ido so on the very high- 
est ground; because if this law be enacted, it will 
be a discrimination by the Congress of the United 
States against the officers who are now in the field, 
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vides that the three aids, who are to have the rank 
of captain, are to be appointed by the President, 
on the recommendation of the commander of the 
division, without any limitation whatever as to 
whether they shall be taken from the officers of 
the Army or from civil life. 
omission is a very significant and a very objec- 
tionable one 


Now, I think that 


Mr. HUTCHINS. Will the gentleman, who 


has investigated this matter, allow me to inquire 
how much will this bill add to the annual eXpenses 
of the Army? 


Mr. McPHERSON. 


I will come to that di- 
7 J . . 
Now, Mr. Speaker, why is it that while 


dred and forty brigade surgeons, and you have || and be a positive invitation to your commanding 


about thirty-five persons who have passed your 
medical board, and have been recommended for 
appointment as brigade surgeons. Every one of || 
your brigade surgeons is to-day upon duty, and 


will require, besides your present force, the ser- 
vices of every man who has passed your medical 
board and been recommended for appointmentas | 
a brigade surgeon. You cannot avoid it. You | 
have nearly forty divisions in your Army, and if 
you detail forty brigade surgeons to act as medi- | 
cal directors, you must supply their places by forty 
more who have been passed and recommended for 
appointment, or allow forty brigades to be with- 
out brigade surgeons. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, what is the state of the 
case at present? Every division of your Army 
has to-day a medical director. The medical de- | 
partment of every division to-day is under the || 


| superintendence of one medical man, and just as | 
| efficiently under the superintendence of one medi- || 


cal man as it will be if you pass this bill. How | 
is itdone? Thesenior brigade surgeon is, by vir- 
tue of his seniority of commission, entitled to be 
medical director of the division. Every division 
to-day has a medical director in effect in the senior 
brigade surgeon. This bill proposes to break up 
thatsystem and create amedical] director, by which 
you will increase the number of medical officers 
not less than forty, or at least one for every di- | 
vision in the Army. l| 

Mr. Speaker, there is another feature which I 
find in the fifteenth and sixteenth lines of this bill, 
which appears to me to have less merit than any 
of them, and which is more nearly a fancy ar- 
rangement than any provision of any Army bill || 


it is proposed to authorize the general command- || 
ing each division to detail from the line a captain, 
or authorizes the President to detail a lieutenant, 
who for the time shall be a captain, to act as judge | 
advocate of the division, as if the Army were to | 
rest constantly and indefinitely upon the banks of 
the Potomac and to waste their time in holding 
courts-martial. I hope that the day is near, and || 
from some indications I am inclined to believe that || 
the day is near, when inaction shall give place to || 
activity, and when there shall be substituted for | 


this period of preparation, one of glowing, de- 
termined action; and in view of the possible ad- 
vance of the Army and its coping with the enemy, || 
what reason is there for the enactment of a perma- || 
nent provision by which there is to be created for || 
each division of the Army a judge advocate? | 
Mr. Speaker, I have a sixth objection to this || 
bill, and it is quite as serious as any of the others. 
I find that, in the ninth line of the bill, it is pro- 
vided that there shall be appointed three aids-de- 
camp, to bear the rank of captain, to be appointed | 
by the President, on the recommendation of the 
commander of the division. As the law now |) 
stands, generals commanding divisions are enti- || 
tled to this assistant adjutant general, ranking as 
a captain, and to two aids, with the rank and pay 
of lieutenant. The fourth section of the act of || 
July last provides that the aids, authorized by the || 
preceding section, shall be selected by the respect- |, 
ive generals from the officers of the Army or volunteer | 
corps. This bill reverses that principle. I[t pro- | 





generals to select their aids from civil life. 
|| ture the prediction that if this bill becomes a law 
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1 ven- 


in its present shape—as I hope it will not—and if 
staff appointments are to be made under it, a large 
proportion of them will be made from civil life; 
and the aids will consist principally,of young men 


| who for some reason or other have not entered the 


volunteer service, but who may have held them- 


| selves aloof from volunteering in anticipation of 


an opportunity for promotion of this sort, irregu- 
lar and improper as it would be. 

But, Mr. Speaker, not only would it be a dis- 
crimination against officers of the regular Army 
and volunteer corps, but it would be a direct dis- 
crimination against those men in the ranks who 


, would naturally be elected to fill the vacancies 


caused by detailing line officers to staff positions. 
You would thereby, as I believe, inflict a terrible 
blow on the esprit de corps of the Army, and you 
would do—what I hope no American Congress 
will do—put it out of the power of respectable, 
intelligent, and deserving men in the ranks—ser- 
geants, corporals, and privates—to obtain com- 
I have, as | believe, no more than a 
proper feeling on the subject. I have had some 
opportunity of studying the character and qual- 
ifications of the men who compose the rank and 
file of the army of the Potomac. There are in 


|| the ranks a large proportion of sergeants, corpo- 
| rals, and privates fit to be lieutenants and captains 
_of companies, and many of them are as compe- 


tent for these positions as many of your brigadier 
generals are to be brigadiers. I hope that if this 
bill is to pass, there will be inserted in this section 
of it an amendment which L propose to offer, re- 


quiring these staff officers to be appointed from 
t 


1e privates, non-commissioned officers, and offi- 
cers of the regular Army or volunteer corps. 

These, Mr. Speaker, ate my particular objec- 
tions to this bill; but 1 have a general one, which 
was partially indicated before. It is that you are 
organizing, by means of this bill, a staff system 
far more extensive than there is any necessity for. 
I confess that it might be very agreeable for the 


| commanding generals of divisions to have a staff 
| organized on this basis. 


If we were on a peace 
establishment, or if we had an ordinary war es- 
tablishment, and if the condition of the Treasury 
were such as to make it proper, I would be among 


| the last todo anything which, by any perversion, 
| could be construed into an attempt either to wound 


the honorable pride or cripple the ambition of any 
of our commanding officers. But I do not believe 


| that this is necessary. I do believe that this pro- 


posed staff organization is more extensive than is 


| required. The evidence of that is written in the 


history of our army operations. On that I will 
stand or fall. 
Besides that, Mr. Speaker, this bill is largely 
expensive; and now I come to the question sug- 
ested a moment ago by the gentleman from Ohio, 
Mr. Hurcuins.] The present staff organization 
of your generals commanding divisions consists of 
an assistant adjutant general and two aids. The 


| expenses of these officers are $429 50 per month. 


If this bill become a law, you will, in lieu of that, 
have the following organization: one assistant 
adjutant general, ranking as major, with pay of 
$197 per month, one medical director, ranking as 
major, with the same pay, one assistant inspector 
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general with the same rank and pay, and three {| fault with particular provisions of a bill so general 


aids, ranking as captains, with an aggregate pay 
of $463 50 per month. Ifthe ame ndment offered 
by the gentleman from Missour! be adopted, it 
will add to these staff officers a division quarter- 


master and adivision commissary of subsistence, | 


each ranking as major, and each receiving $197 
per month, : 

But the bill as it stands, leaving out for the pres- 
ent the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Missouri, will increase the staff expenses of each | 
general commanding a division from $429 50 per 
month to $1,054 50 per month, an increase for each 
division of the Army of $635 per month or $7,500 
per year. This, on an estimate of there being forty 
divisions in the Army, will increase the staff ex- | 
penses $300,000 a year; and if the amendment of 
the gentleman from Missouri shall prevail, the in- 
creased expenditure will be, under the operations 
of this bill, about $489,120 a year. As I under- 
stand it, there will be created by this bill about 
forty brigade surgeons, forty assistant Inspectors 
general, and forty aids, and as proposed to be | 
nmended by the gentleman from Missouri, forty | 
quartes masters and iy commissaries of subsist- 
ence. {Ido not pretend to say that there are ex- | 
actly forty divisions in the Army, but I have, in 
an official shape, an intimation that such is the 
fact. Ido not pretend to = that some means 
may not be devised by which certain subaltern 
officers may be detailed to perform the duties of 
some of those who may be detailed for service on 
the division staffs. But I do say that, asa general | 
thing, that is impracticable, and it eannot be done 
withoutthereby weakening the company and regi- 
mental organization of the Army in other respects. 

1 do not feel that we are in a position to author- 
ize us to take any such steps, with all my good 
feelings and friendly regard for the officers of di- 
isions of the Army, many of whom I personally | 
now, and all of whom I respect. To aid them | 
in every proper way, I will be disposed to go with 
him who goes to the furthest extent consistent 
with the high obligations we owe the country. 
Butthe present bill will involve so much injustice 
and wastefalness, and accomplish, in my opinion, 
s0 little which should be regarded, in proportion 
to the injuries it will inflict, that I have felt it to 
be my duty to say this much in opposition to it. 

With a view, however, to bring the House to 
a direct test vote upon it—while, if it is their inten- 
tion to pass it in some shape, I desire to see it 
amended in one or two particulars—lI will, if it be 
in order, move to strike out the enacting clause. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 1 yielded the floor 
to the gentleman to make remarks upon the sub- 
ject, but not to make such a motion, 

Mr. McPHERSON. If the gentleman objects 
to a test vote at this time, I will withdraw the 
motion. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I do not object to 
any test vote; but I believe I still hold the floor, 
and I do not yield it atthe present for the motion 
which the gentleman indicates; certainly until 
something has been said in reply to the remarks 
he has made. 

Mr. DUNN. Will the gentleman permit me 
to say a word or two upon the bill? 

Mr. BLAIR of Missouri. I will yield the floor 
to the gentleman from Indiana. 

Mr. DUNN. I would not take any part in this | 
discussion, except for the effect produced upon 
my mind tn favor of the bill from repeated conver- | 
sations held with General Burnside upon the sub- 
ject—and | can say to the House that he is the 
only officer of the Army with whom I have had 
any communication upon the subject. In several | 
conversations with him before he left this city, he | 
expressed himsclf very anxious for the passage 
of some measure like this; and so impressed was 
he with the importance of its speedy passage that 
he wrote me a letter from Annapolis, shortly be- 
fore embarking from that point on his expedition, | 
aguin urging immediate action on this measure. | 
1 do not say that he recommended this particu- 
lar bill, but he was anxious that a bill should be 
passed increasing the number of staff officers for 
division commanders. And so important did he 
deem the matter tn his own case, that he appointed 
and took with him additional officers without any 
provisions being made for their compensation. | 
So necessary did he consider the increase that he 
took them even upon these terms. 


V 
| 








in its character as this. I could take the roll of 
the officers of this House, and point out officers— 
a good many of them—who, in my judgment, are 
\| receiving pay far beyond the value of their ser- 
vices, and who might very well be dispensed with 
altogether. 

Sut | ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania to 
| remember that while we have increased the num- 
ber of employés in every department and bureau 
of the Government connected with the war, it is 
|| but reasonable that there should be some increase 
| in thenumber of those actually engaged in the war. 
Since the commencementof this war, we have made 
three Assistant Secretaries of War, we have made 
| an Assistant Secretary of the Navy, and have add- 
| ed, so far as I know, to the clerical force of every 
bureau connected with the war. If we have failed 
| to do so in respect to any bureau, it has beena 


|| great fault on our part, for the business of the 


Warand Navy Departments is still suffering for 
want of sufficient clerical force. Then, I say, when 
we are increasing the force in these Departments 


additional staff force is also require 
erals in command of divisions. 

I ask the attention of the gentleman also to the 
fact that the additional officers authorized by the 
bill are to continue only during the continuance 
of the present rebellion. ‘The bill does not pro- 
vide fur a permanent increase of the staff officers 
of the Army. 

I believe the way to give full efficiency to our 
Army is to give to those who have the responsi- 
bility of conducting the war the means which they 
themselves deem necessary. I repeat, that inmy 
judgment, those men who are responsible before 
the country for conducting the war,and who have 
been commissioned because of their supposed abil- 
ity, are better judges of what is necessary to make 
the Army most efficient, than the civilians upon 
this floor. I would pay just as much attention to 
their criticisms if they were to come here and find 
fault with the manner in which we are doing our 
business—although they might with reason com- 
plain of our delay and inaction—as | would to 
the criticisms of civilians upon this floor of the 
plans furnished by the officers in command of the 
Army for increasing its efficiency. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania seems to 
take particular exception to the provision of the 
bill which provides for the appointment of a judge 
advocate to each division. Why, does not the 
gentleman know that every day officers and men 
are arrested for some cause or other, and thatitis 
| important they should be tried by courts-martial 
as speedily as possible, so that if the charges are 
| not sustained the parties arrested may be restored 
to their positions in the service? 

Mr. McPHERSON. The gentleman must 
surely know that under the military regulations, 
as they now exist, whenever a number of arrests 
have been made ageneral court-martial is ordered 

by special order of the general commanding. 

Mr. DUNN. 1 do not profess to know very 
much about military affairs, and would much pre- 


by the gen- 





|| fer to rely upon the judgment of military men 


| than upon my own judgment. I do know, how- 
| ever, that it was considered a matter of great 
| grievance, prior to the present session of Congress, 
that no general court-martial could be held for the 
trial ef military offenders in any department of the 
Army without the convictions being submitted to 


‘| General McClellan for approval or pry. eben 


Now, the very creation of this office of judge ad- 
vocate will have a tendency to increase the effi- 
ciency of the Army in this: that instead of keep- 
ing officers and soldiers arrested on various charges 
in confinement awaiting the convening of a gen- 
eral court-martial, by giving them a speedy trial, 
if the charges are not sustained, they will be re- 
stored at once to their positions in the field. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania, I think, 
makes his calculations upon a wrong basis as to 
the increase made by this bill in the number of 
staff officers. He proceeds upon the supposition 
that the whole Army is divided up into divisions 
of some four brigades each. Now, sir, we have 
no such divisions, or, at least, but few of them. 
Our Army is upon a grander scale. The divis- 
ions are much larger, and therefore the caleula- 
tions of the gentleman do not apply to the basis 
as itexists. But, in any event, I ask if this in- 





and bureaus, it is but a fair presumption that an | 
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him w 
_ has referred is not a sufficient protection ag 





command to discharge promptly and efficiently 
the duties devolving upon them, whether it js not 
better to authorize the increase + 

As to the objection the geutieman has made to 
a particular section of the bill which, in his jude. 
ment, would authorize the appointment of civil. 
ians open the staffs of division generals, | ask 

! 


ether the very esprit de corps to which hye 


; , gains: 
that? I ask him whether officers in command of 


/an army in the field, who have upon them all the 
| perils and responsibilities of battle, are very likely 


to place civilians in positions of responsibility 7 


Mr. McPHERSON. I ask the gentleman jf 


| civilians were not appointed to important posi- 


tions in the Army in the beginning of the war? 
Mr. DUNN. Yes, sir; at a time when we had 

not enough officers of experience in the country 

to command our armies, and had to select them 


from civil life. But now, when the complaint 


comes from the Army itself, that civilians haye 
been put in command over those who have borne 
‘**the heat and burden of the day,” and that this 
has been, and is being done through the influence 
of members of Congress and others not in the 


| service, instead of promoting officers already in 


the service, I think there is no danger of ciyil- 


_ians being appointed to these places by officers 


commanding divisions. However, without know- 
ing the wishes of the chairman of the Committee 
on Military Affairs upon the subject, I have my- 


self no objection to a provision excluding ciyil- 
| jans; for I think with the gentleman from Penn- 
| sylvania that appointments to important positions 


in the Army ought to be made from those who 


_ have gone into the service of the country as of- 


ficers or privates. I agree with him that appoint- 
ments to high offices in the Army should not be 
made from eivil life, except in very extreme cases, 
I have said more than I intended to say upon 
this subject. I simply wished to bring before the 
House the fact that one of the most experienced 
and gallant officers of the Army had urged upon 
me, as a member of the Committee on Military 
Affairs, that a bill of this character should be 
pressed, and earnestly pressed, upon the consid- 
eration of the House, and passed as promptly as 
ossible. 


Mr. BIDDLE. Mr. Speaker, I entertain so 


/ much respect for my friend and colleague, [Mr. 
| McPuerson,] 
| every sphere in which I| have had the pleasure to 

be associated with him, that when he interposed 


and know his ability so well in 


an objection to this bill the day before yesterday, 
I saw with pleasure that the House entertained it, 
and gave him time to elaborate the views which 
he has presented here to-day; but I must say that 
reflection has not enabled me to coincide with 
them. I do not intend to reply to them in detail; 
but | would say generally that the fullest organ- 
ization of the military staff is not too much for 
our Army under the present circumstances. I do 
not believe that there now exists, nor do I believe 
that this bill will create, one superfluous office— 
one office that is not needed for the efficiency of 
our troops in the field. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message in writing from the President of the 
United States was received, by Mr. Nicoxay, his 
Private Secretary. 


DIVISION STAFF OFFICERS—-AGAIN. 


Mr. BIDDLE. I was about to advert to the 
fact that a large number of officers in the volun- 
teerarmy, who are performing their duties for the 
first time, require a greater amount of supervision, 
such as is given by inspectors and other officers 
contemplated by this bill, ; 

With respect to the aids for division command- 
ers, the House need only turn to the bill to see 
that these aids-de-camp are only to bear the rank 
of captain, and that their appointments are to 
cease on the expiration of the division command. 
They are, therefore, offices temporary in their 
character, and are not likely to be sought for in 
the line of the Army; indeed, there has always 
been a great disposition on the part of volunteer 
generals to take as their aids officers from the line 
of the Army. 

It is a fact well known to the House that so 
many officers of the regular Army were selected by 
volunteer commanders for their staffs, that finally 


Now, it is very easy for a gentleman to find || crease in staff is needed to enable the generals in |! a regulation was made forbidding it. I do not 
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think it was for the benefit of the service, being | 
thus deprived of the assistance of officers of the | 
rerular A rmy to act as their aids-de-camp. The 
onsequence Was, that general officers sought gen- 
tlemen of the highest character and capacity in 
the forces under their command. In the division 
which I had lately the honor to serve in, the di- 
vision commander exercised such singular judg- 
ment and discrimination in selecting his aids, that 
he selected my colleague, [Mr. McPuerson,] who 
most ably performed his functions. But the ob- 
iection to detailing officers from other positions in 
the Army to fill these staff places is, that you leave 
their places vacant; and if they were useful offi- 
rs there, their places must remain vacant, or, | 
perhaps, be incompetently supplied; whereas, by | 
leaving a wide cireuit of choice, this bill permits 
competent men in the rank and file of the Army, | 
(for they are not excluded,) or among the officers | 
of the Army, or outside of the Army, to be em- 
ployed for this oceasional service. 

Now, sir, 1 do not think that any bill has come | 
before the House more strongly recommended by | 
authority than the one upon which we are now | 
about toact. The Senate has passed it. Our own 
Military Committee have recommended it unan- 
imously. Officers of the highest rank have testi- 
fied their particular interest in it. I chanced to 
meet this morning on the avenue a gentleman of | 
very high military character; not a division com- | 
mander, and having not the slightest interest in 
this patronage, either as donor or recipient. I had 
not met him before for some fourteen years, yet, | 
after the usual salutations, the first question he 
asked me was, **Why will not your House pass | 
this bill, which is to add so much to the efficiency 
of the Army?”’ 

Now, sir, I believe that we shall incur very 
heavy responsibility if we should decline to give | 
what is asked from us by persons representing the | 
sentiments of the Army, and representing its in- | 
terests and efficiency. Lam as sensitive as any 
man to the objection of expense; but in the great || 
military enterprise in which we are engaged we | 
must discard that consideration sometimes, and | 
really this will be a very small addition to the im- 
mense aggregate of our expenses in this war, and 
itistrifling compared with the efficiency which it is | 
believed that this measure will give to the Army. | 
I, for one, shall certainly vote for the bill withgreat | 

ieasure, 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I have had some 





experience of the ingenuity displayed in this 
House in making monstrosities out of small mat- | 
ters. 1 had some experience of it the other day, | 
when a gentleman saw a railroad a thousand miles | 
long in a very simple bill, and when I showed 
conclusively to the House that the Administra- 
tion who were suspected of designing to build that 
road had nothing to do with the bill, then the bill 
was defeated by a counter current from the other | 
side, that the Administration had net asked for it. | 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. Will the gentle- 
man from Missouri permit me to suggest an 
amendment, to which I think he will agree? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I cannot agree to 
it, but | will hear what it is. . 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I propose to ip- 
sert after the words ‘* brigade surgeon’? in the 
seventeenth line, the words ‘or acting brigade 
surgeon.’ There is a large class of acting brigade 
surgeons who have only commissions as regi- | 
mental surgeons, but are in fact brigade surgeons, | 
and | think that out of that number these appoint- | 
ments might as properly be made as from among | 
those who hold the position of brigade surgeons. 
1 hope they will be included. 

The SPEAKER. There is one amendment | 
already pending, and no further amendment is in | 
order, except an amendment to that. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 1 wish, in a few | 
words, to respond to the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr. McPrerson.] He hastwo classes 
of objections to this bill, which are inconsistent | 
with one another. One is, that he is opposed to 
detailing men from the service because their places | 
will have to be filled up, and the other is, because 
the bill does not detail men from the service. I 
understand the gentleman so. He does not like | 
the idea of detailing men from the service. Assist- 
ant inspectors general have already the rank of 





major. The adjutants general have already the 
rank of captains in the service, and are only to | 
promoted to majorities. The quartermasters | 


and commissaries of subsistence are now already 

in the Army, and will only be promoted one step 

under this bill. The gentleman says that if they 

are detailed for this service somebody must sup- 

ply their places. Now, sir, that is not the case. 
{Tiere the hamuner fell. 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I hope the House 


will allow me to offer the amendment which I have 


indicated. It can be done by unanimous consent, 

Mr. WRIGHT. I hope the House will give 
the gentleman from Missouri an opportunity of 
explaining the bill. He has yielded most of his 
hour to other gentlemen. 

TheSPEAKER, The gentleman will have an 
hour to close the debate. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I ask the unan- 
imous consent of the House to offer the amend- 
ment which | have indicated. 

Mr. OLIN. I desire to make a suggestion to 


| the gentleman, which I hope will induce him to 


withdraw his amendment. If this bill is to pass 
at all, for God sake let it pass to-day. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. This is a just 
and proper amendment, and I insist upon it, if the 
House will allow me to offer it. 

Mr.OLIN. Lobjecttoit. If you want to kill 
the bill, you had better kill it here than send it 
back to the Senate. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. 


vote against it 


Well, I shall 


Mr. VAN VALKENBURGH. The only ob- || 
jection I have heard to this bill from the gentle- || 
man from Pennsylvania, that seems to me to be | 
i of any weight, is the fact that it increases theex- 


penses of the Army. 
It will be seen that these assistant adjutants gen- 


eral, assistant inspectors general, surgeons, and 


| judge s advocate are to be assicned to duty from 


among the officers already in the service. This 
will not, of course, increase the expenses, except 
insomuch as these officers are promoted from the 


rank which they now hold. It does not follow | 


that the vacancies thus occasioned are necessarily 


to be filled either by appointments by the Gov- | 


ernors of States or by the President. 


Mr. McPHERSON. The construction of the 


War Department is that these vacancies will be | 


filled. Whenever officers are detailed from the 
volunteer service, their positions are considered 
as being vacated, and are accordingly and neces- 
sarily filled. 

Mr. VAN VALKENBURGH. Ido notso un- 
derstand it. I know that that has not been the 
case in allinstances where the adjutant has been as- 


signed to other duties. Lhave in my mind now one |} 


regiment from my State where its adjutant ts first 
lieutenant in a battery assigned to duty, and the 
vacancy has not been filled, and will not be filled, 
by the Governor. 

Mr. McPHERSON. The practice differs else- 
where. I conversed the other day with a gen- 
eral of one of our divisions, whose opinion | 
asked on that very point, and I learned from him 
that in every case where a regimental quarter- 
master or adjutant vacated his place in his divis- 
ion, the vacancy has been filled. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I desire to state that 
what the gentleman from Pennsylvania has said 
in reference to regimental quartermasters and ad- 
jutants is true. Itis provided by law that persons 


‘detailed to those positions shall have the rank of | 


lieutenant. They are considered as additions to 
the regimental officers, and their places are sup- 
plied. Thatis the law. But, so far as this bill 
is concerned, there is no law for filling the places 
of officers to | selected for staff appointments; 
and there is no power to do it, as they do not 
vacate their places. On that subject the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania is entirely incorrect. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I wish to ascertain what the 
particular duties ofa division quartermaster would 
| l Suppose there are regimental quarts rmas- 
ters and brigade quartermasters; 
point is, what are the duties of a division quarter- 
master ? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I will state to the 
gentleman from Illinois one instance of the duty 
of a division quartermaster. Ifa division of the 
Army is preparing to move, it is the duty of the 


} 
and then the 





quartermaster to provide for the transportation. | 
| ~ . . | 
If one of the brigade quartermasters were to act 


as division quartermaster, he would be very likely 
to take particular care of his own brigade, and not 


to provide fairly for the other brigades. The di- 
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vision quartermaster would be the person in charge 
of the entire transportation of the division, He 
would be bound to know, from his position, what 
amount of transportation each brigade would re- 
quire, and would divide the transportation accord- 

) ingly. Asa matter of course, the division quar- 
termaster has other duties to perform; but this is 
one illustration of his duty. He would have the 
general superintendence of all the quartermasters 
subordinate to him. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Lask the gentleman whether 
the duties which are described as belonging to the 
division quartermaster are not now, by law, de- 

| volved on the senior brigade quartermaster? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 1 do not know 

| whether they would devolve on the senior brigade 
quartermaster; but it seems to me that it would 
be a very ungenerous thing to require a man to 

perform the duties of a quartermaster of division 
| while he was to receive only the pay of a quar- 
termaster of brigade. 

Mr. VAN VALKENBURGH. It may be, 
Mr. Speaker, that the vacancies made by assign- 
ment of officers to other positions, are required to 
be filled; but I know that such requirement has 
not been, in every case, complied with, even in 
the case of officers in the volunteer service. The 
| gentleman from Missouri says that the law is, 
|| that where the assignmentis made of officers from 
the regular Army, the vacancies are not filled, 
Even this law provides that any officer of the reg- 
ular Army, assigned and transferred to staff duty, 
shall, on the cessation of such service, resume 
| their positions inthe regular Army, with the same 
rank and promotion as if he had continued to 
serve in the same corps. Consequently, if that 
vacancy had been filled on the assignment of the 
officer to other duty he could not have returned 
to his position. 

Now, it seems to me that the staff which this 
|| bill provides for a commander of division is a 
small one. When you take into consideration the 
fact that a division consists of from eight to six- 
| teen thousand men, the requirements of the officer 

in command of that division, doing his duty as it 
| should be done, demand that he shell, at least, 

have the assistance of as many staff officers as are 
provided for in this bill. All these officers, with 
the exception of the aids, are to be appointed from 
|| those already in the service. The aids, it seems, 
are to be appointed by the President, on the ree- 
| ommendation of the division general, from any 
class or condition in life. It seems to me that it 
is eminently fit that a division general should 
have the privilege of selecting his aids from men 

1 outside of the Army who may be better compe- 

| tent to discharge the duties required of them, than 

j} any inthe Army. He may, for instance, desire 

| some foreign officer to serve on his staff—some 

|| officer who has seen service abroad, and who is 
|| not attached to the regular Army or volunteers. 

It seems to me that, in that respect, the bill is as 

it should be; and that these division generals 

should have the privilege of selecting their aids 
wherever they may find them. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. The objection to 
the amendment which | offered is now, I under- 
stand, withdrawn, and | desire to offer it. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. | have no objection 
to the gentleman offering his amendment. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. Then Lask unan- 
imous consent to offer the following amendment: 

In line seventeen, after the words “‘ brigade surgeons,”’ 
|| insert the words * or acting brigade surgeons.”? 


|| There being no objection, the amendment was 
|| received, 
Mr. SHEFFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I confess to 
|| the House in the beginning that | know nothing 
\| in regard to military matters. I have been always 
\| content to leave these to military men, to adopt 
|| their suggestions, to vote them the means neces- 
sary to carry on the war, and to hold them re- 
sponsible for the use of those means. I should not 
trouble the House now with a single suggestion, 
were it not for the fact that a constituent of mine 
has been repeatedly alluded to by gentlemen on 
| the floor—I mean General Burnside. He asks thet 
| additional aids be given him. It seems to me that 
| if he asks it he needs it. I say this from a know!- 
| edge of his character. Certainly that gentleman 
has reflected no discredit on the Government since 
|| he has been in service, 
|| J rose principally tomake a suggestion in reply 
| to one made by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
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{Mr. McPuerson,] with reference to the source 


from the A rmy or from civil life. General Burn- 
ide has already sclected two of his aids from men 
who served under him as privates in the three 
months’? reeiment which he commanded—men 
who distinguished themselves while they were 


serving under him. It seems to me that so far as | 
this officer is concerned, the selection of his aids 
ifely trusted to him. I do not think that | 


may be : 

any injustice will be done to the Government by | 
him or by any other officer in selecting their aids. 
No amendment need be made to the bill on that 


point. For one, l am willing to vote these milt- | 


tary men almost anything they ask, if they will 
only put down this rebellion. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I now call the pre- 
vious question on the amendment. 

Mr. DIVEN. Lask the gentleman to yield to 
me for a moment. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. d will yield to the 
gentleman 

Mr. DIVEN. I want to makea single remark. 
Since the introduction of this bill, I have exam- 
ined, to some extent, the organization of the Eu- 
ropean armies as they appear from the French 
Military Almanac—l believe that is the designa- 
tion—and the British Army List, and I find that 
officers having commands corresponding with the 
commands of our division generals have uniformly 
inuch larger staffs than is given to any division 
reneral of our Army. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. McPaerson] indicated his 
desire to offer an amendment to this bill. I cer- 
tainly will afford him the opportunity of offering 


that amendment, and I shall interpose no obstacle | 


to any other amendment being offered by any 
other gentleman. What I desire is to terminate 
the debate on this bill, for I think the House 
haus become tolerably well informed as to the 
provisions of the bill, and are prepared to vote 
upon il. 

Che gentleman from Pennsylvania insisted in 
one instance that the officers of the Army should 
not be detailed to service on the staffs of division 
commanders, and in another he objected to civil- 
ians being appointed to those positions. I under- 
stand that his amendment is to apply to the re- 
moval of the latter objection. He desires to confine 
the selection to the officers in the regular and vol- 
unteer service. Well, sir, from the encomium he 
has passed upon the privates, I would rather he 
would have extended it to all engaged in the reg- 
ular and volunteer service. We have a large 
army, an army which has been raised in an un- 
precedented short time, from a people who are 
notaddicted to military affairs. here is no other 
nation on earth that ever levied such an army in 
so brief a period of time; no other civilized na- 
tion on earth which had nota larger nucleus of an 
army than this nation had. But now we have the 
objection raised that there will be an additional 
expense incurred if we, in our efforts to improve 
the organization which has existed up to this time 
in our army, add some officers to the number 
heretofore authorized for that purpose. 

Now, sir, | bélieve our Army would be the most 
invineible on earth if they had the requisite dis- 
cipline. ‘The staff officers of the Army have been 
well described us to the Army what the senses are 
to the natural person. They are the hands, the 
feet, the eyes of the Army. They are to make 
provision to enable the Army to move; they sup- 
ply and perform those functions without which 
your Army, no matter what may be its numbers, 
no matter how brave may be the bravery of the 
men composing it, would be almost useless. 

And Leannotconjecture upon what grounds gen- 
tlemen base their objections which have been made 
here to-day. Now, the factis, that the major gen- 
erals commanding in our Army are entitled, under 
existing law, to three aids-de-camp, with the rank 
of captain, whe are to be selected, as the gentleman 
has said, from the officers of the regular or vol- 
untecr forces. The other staff officers which are 
assigned to these division commanders, are de- 
tailed from the staff corpsof the Army. The ad- 
jutant of a regiment is the only adjutant known 
to our volanteerarmy. All the adjutants general 
are designated to perform the duties of adjutant 
for brigades or divisions from the staff corps, which 
has been organized, and belongs to the regular 
Army ofthe United States. Thereare in that corps, 


| detailed for service in the War Department, or are 
|| assigned to the staff of the general commanding | 
| the Army. 


|| staff of a general commanding a division. The | 
| same thing is true in reference to quartermasters 


_ offered, was the fact that it was considered by 
| Quartermaster General Meigs as vital to the effi- 
| ciency of the service. 


| of the House upon this subject; but | am well sat- 
isfied that there is nothing in the objection offered 





| the table. 
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| as a matter of course, higher officers, but those | 
from which these aids shail be taken—whether || 


occupying the position of brigadiers or colonels are 
t = 


Now, this bill simply gives to those officers who | 
»erform the duties of adjutant general for a divis- 
ion of the Army a rank commensurate with their 
responsibility and the labor they perform. It is 
proposed by this bill to advance them one step in 
grade temporarily during their assignment to the 


| 


and commissaries of subsistence included in the 
amendment | have offered to the bill; and let me 
say that one reason which induced the Committee | 
on Military Affairs to direct the amendment to be | 


Now, sir, | do not know what may be the views 


by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, I thinkit 
is a pity that he indicated his hostility to this 
measure the other day, and has since employed 
his time in supporting the position he then took, 
which he has done with a great deal of ingenuity, 
I willadmit. I now move the previous question 
upon the pending amendments. 

The previous question was seconded, and the | 
main question ordered to be put. 

The amendment submitted from the Committee 
on Military Affairs was agreed to. 

The amendment submitted by Mr. Kerioee, 
of Illinois, was agreed to. 


Mr. McPHERSON. I move to lay the bill on 





Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I suggest to the gen- 
tleman that he will accomplish his purpose as well 
by voting against the bill on its passage. He is 
only multiplying votes. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Notatall. If this mo- 
tion is carried, there will be but one vote. I call 
for the yeas and nays upon the motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 42, nays 66; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ancona, Babbitt, Joseph Baily, Baker, 
Samuel 8. Blair, Campbell, Chamberlin, Clark, Clements, 
Roscoe Conkling, Cuvier, Davis, Dunlap, Edwards, Fessen- 
den, Frank, Hale, Hutchins, Julian, Kelley, Killinger, 
Lazear, Loomis, McPherson, Moorhead, Patton, Pike, 
Porter, Sargent, Shanks, Shellabarger, Sherman, Shiel, 
Stevens, Verree, Wallace, E. P. Walton, Wheeler, Wick- 
liffe, Wilson, Windom, and Worcester—42. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aldrich, Ashley, Baxter, Beaman, Bid- 
die, Bingham, Francis [. Blair, Jacob B. Blair, Blake, 
William G. Brown, Buffinton, Calvert, Cobb, Colfax, Corn- 
ing, Cox, Crisfield, Crittenden, Diven, Dunn, Edgerton, 
Fisher, Goodwin, Granger, Grider, Gurley, Haight, Hall, 
Harrison, Horton, William Kellogg, Knapp, Leary, Leh- 
man, Lovejoy, McKnight, Mallory, Menzies, Anson P. 
Morrill, Morris, Nixon, Noble, Norton, Odell, Olin, Pendle- 
ton, Perry, Timothy G. Phelps, Pomeroy, Price, John H. 
Rice, Richardson, Riddle, Robinson, Sheffield, John B. 
Steele, Benjamin F. Thomas, Francis Thomas, Trowbridge, 
Van Valkenburgh, Voorhees, Wall, Charles W. Walton, 
Whaley, Albert 8. White, and Wright—66. 

So the bill was not laid on the table. 


Before the vote was announced, 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING stated that he had 
paired with Mr. Wesster, who was detained 
from the House by sickness. 

Mr. McPHERSON. I now move to amend 
the bill by inserting in the twelfth line, as follows: 

To be selected by theirrespective generals from privates, 


non-commissioned officers, and officers of the Army or vol- 
unteer corps. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill, as amended, was ordered to a third 
reading, and was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate by 
Mr. Forney, their Secretary, announcing the 
passage by the Senate of a joint resolution (No. 
61) tendering the thanks of Congress to Captain 
Louis M. Goldsborough and the officers, petty 
officers, seamen, and marines under his command 
for the victory at Roanoke island; in which he was 


directed to ask the concurrence of the House. 


| judicial expenses of the Government fo 
_ ending June 30, 1863, and making additionaj ap- 


SL 


SL 














LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL, 
The message further announced that the Senate 
insist on their amendments disagreed to by the 
House to the bill of the House (No. 208) makine 
appropriations for the legislative, executive, and 
r the year 


propriations for the year ending June 30, 196. 
disagreed to the amendment of the House to their 
thirty-fifth amendment to the said bill; ask a con- 
ference with the House on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses thereon; and have appointed 
Mr. Fessennen, Mr. Haruan, and Mr. Me. 
DovGa.t the managers at the said conference 
the part of the Senate. 

Mr. STEVENS. Iask that the conference ma 
be agreed to on the part of the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER thereupon appointed Mr. 
Stevens, Mr. Burrinton, and Mr. Dunwas the 
managers of the House at the said conference, 


EMANCIPATION. 
Mr. STEVENS. I ask the consent of the 


House to have taken up and read a message from 
the President of the United States, which is lying 
upon the Speaker’s table. , 

There being no objection, the following mes- 
sage from the President of the United States was 
taken up and read: 


Fellow- Citizens of the Senate 
and House of Representatives: 

I recommend the adoption of a joint resolution 
by your honorable bodies, which shall be sub- 
stantially as follows: 

Resolved, ‘That the United States ought to cotiperate with 
any State which may adopt gradual abolishment of s|a- 
very, giving to such State pecuniary aid, to be used by 
such State in its discretion, to compensate for the incon- 


veniences, public and private, produced by such change of 
system. 


on 


y 


If the proposition contained in the resolution 
does not meet the approval of Congress and the 
country, there is the end; but if it does command 
such approval, I deem it of importance that the 
States and people immediately interested should 
be at once distinctly notified of the fact, so that 
they may begin to consider whether to accept or 
reject it. The Federal Government would find 
its highest interest in such a measure, as one of 
the most efficient means of self-preservation. The 
leaders of the existing insurrection entertain the 
hope that this Government will ultimately be forced 
to acknowledge the independence of some part of 
the disaffected region, and that all the siave States 
north of such part will then say, ‘* the Union for 
which we have struggled being already gone, we 
now choose to go with the southern section.’’ To 
deprive them of this hope, substantially ends the 
rebellion; and the initiation of emancipation com- 
pletely deprives them of it as to all the States in- 
itiating it. The point is not that all the States 
tolerating slavery would very soon, if at all, in- 
itiate emancipation, but that, while the offer is 
equally made to all, the more northern shall, by 
such initiation, make it certain to the more south- 
ern that in no event will the former ever join the 
latter in their proposed confederacy. I say ‘‘ in- 
itiation,’’ because, in my judgment, gradual, and 
not sudden emancipation, is better for all. In the 
mere financial or pecuniary view, any member of 
Congress, with the census tables and Treasury 
reports before him, can readily see for himself 
how very soon the current expenditures of this 
war would purchase, at fair valuation, all the 
slaves in any named State. Such a proposition on 
the part of the General Government sets up 10 
claim of a right by Federal authority to interfere 
with slavery within State limits, referring, as 1! 
does, the absolute control of the subject in each 
case to the State and its people immediately inter- 
ested. It is proposed as a matter of perfectly free 
choice with them. 

In the annual message last December, I thoug)t 
fit to say, “the Union must be preserved; and 
hence all indispensable means must be employed.’ 
I said this not hastily, but deliberately. War hus 
been made, and continues to be an indispensable 
means to this end. A practical reacknowleds- 
ment of the national authority would render the 
war unnecessary, and it would at once cease. If, 
however, resistance continues, the war must also 
continue; and it is impossible to foresee all the 
incidents which may attend, and all the ruin which 
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may followit. Such as may seem indispensable, 


or may obviously promise great efficiency towards 
ending the struggle, must and will come. 

The proposition now made, though an offer 
only, | hope it may be esteemed no offense to ask 
whether the pecuniary consideration tendered 
would not be of more value to the States and pri- 
vate persons concerned, than are the instituuon, 
and property in it, in the present aspect of affairs. 

While it is true that the adoption of the pro- 
nosed resolution would be merely initiatory, and 
not within itself a practical measure, it is recom- 
mended in the hope that it would soon lead to im- 
portant practical results. In full view of my great 
responsibility to my God and to my country, I 
earnestly beg the attention of Congress and the 
people to the subject, 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 

March 6, 1862. 


Mr. STEVENS. I move that the message be 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


PURCHASE OF COIN. 


Mr. STEVENS, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill to authorize the pur- 
chase of coin, and for other purposes; which was 
read a first and second time. 

Mr. STEVENS. I wish to say a single word 
in explanation of this bill. It will be recollected 
that by an amendment to the Treasury note bill, 
made by the Senate, and concurred in by this 
House, the Secretary of the Treasury was author- 
ized to sell bonds at their market value for the pur- 
pose of meeting what was made necessary by the 
specieamendment. That did not include the seven 
and three tenths per cent. notes. The Secretary 
of the Treasury is of opinion that he could dis- 
pose of them to much better advantage than the 
bonds at present, and inasmuch as $60,000,000 of 
notes are made receivable for public dues, for im- 
ports, there will be no coin coming from that quar- 
ter at present to pay the interest. There must, 
therefore, be a sale of bonds unless this bill is 
passed, and the Secretary thinks that he can make 
a much better bargain with the bullion brokers if 
he has an opportunity of selling the seven and 
three tenths per cent. notes, $100,000,000 of which 
were issued. That is the reason why this bill is 
reported. 

“here is another thing: he is authorized to sell 
bonds at the market value. It has turned out, just 
as | supposed it would, that he cannot get any- 
body to buy them at the market value, and that he 
must take for them what the banks will offer. He 
finds now that he cannot sell them at the market 
value, and must have liberty to sell them at such 
rates as he can dispose of them for, or this inter- 
est cannot be paid. 

All this thing is against my judgment, but it is 
rendered necessary by the unfortunate amend- 
ment to the Treasury note bill to which I have re- 
ferred, I trust that the Secretary of the Treasury 
will be enabled to pay this interest in coin, no mat- 
ter at what sacrifice, since it has been so ordered 
by Congress. I call the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Ishould like, with the con- 
sent of the House, to make an inquiry of the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I understand from the 
reading of the bill that there is no limit to the 
amount of specie thus to be purchased by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, and no intimation of what 
is to be done with the specie after it has been pur- 


chased. There is no limit in the bill as to the 
amount, is there? 


Mr. STEVENS. There is not. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Then I cannot vote for it. 

Mr. STEVENS. The billis such a one as was 
sent to us by the Department, with an urgent re- 
quest to have it passed to save the credit of the 
Government. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I should like to have the 
amount limited, 

Mr. PENDLETON. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the main question was ordered, in 
order that we may have the bill considered for a 
"or short time. 

he motion to reconsider was agreed to. 


Mr. PENDLETON. I now move to postpone 
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the further consideration of the bill until to-mor- 
row, and that it be printed, so that we may have 


| an opportunity to see what it contains. 


Mr. STEVENS. I cannot object to so reason- 
able a request as that, although the Department 
seems to be very urgent in the matter. If the 
House sees proper to take time to examine the 
bill further, I shall not find any fault with it; bat 
I shall not consent to the postponement. 

Tellers were ordered on the motion to postpone; 
and Messrs. Leaman and Harrison were ap- 
pointed, 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 42, noes 47; no quorum voting. 

Mr. COLFAX. There is evidently a quorum 
in the Hall, and I suggest that there be a recount. 

Mr.STEVENS. I think it will save time if we 
let the bill go over till to-morrow. 

The further consideration of the bill was then 

ostponed until to-morrow, and it was ordered to 
e printed. 

PATENT OFFICE REPORT. 


| 
Mr. WALTON, of Vermont, from the Com- 
mittee on Printing, submitted a report in writing | 


in regard to the destruction by fire of the sheets 
of the second volume of the Patent Office Report, 
mechanical department, for 1860, accompanied 
by the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be discharged 
from the further consideration of so much of the report of 
the Superintendent of Public Printing as relates to the 


sheets of the mechanical report of the Patent Office for 1860, | 


which have been destroyed by fire. 
The resolution was adopted, and the report was 
laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 
CHARLES HENRY FOSTER. 
Mr. MORRILL,of Maine, by unanimous con- 


sent, presented a memorial from one hundred and | 


sixty-eight loyal electors in the second congres- 
sional district in the State of North Carolina, ask- 
ing the admission of Charles Henry Foster as 
Representative of said district in the House of 
Representatives of the United States, and other 
papers pertaining thereto. 

The memorial and papers were referred to the 
Committec of Elections, and ordered te be printed. 


EXTENSION OF CONTRACTS. 


Mr. HAIGHT, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a joint resolution to authorize the Secretary 
of the Navy to appoint a commission to investi- 


gate into the propriety of extending certain con- | 


tracts for steam machinery; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 


REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 
Mr. BLAIR, of Pennsylvania, by unanimous 
consent, introduced a bill regulating claims to rev- 
olutionary pensions; which was read a first and 


second time, and referred to the Committee on | 


Revolutionary Pensions. 


THE FRANKING PRIVILEGE. 


Mr. STEVENS moved that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended; and the House ac- 
cordingly resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Hurcuins 
in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
bill to regulate the franking privilege, upon which 
Mr. Parry was entitled to the floor. 


CONDUCT OF THE WAR, ETC. 

Mr. PERRY. 

I enter at this time into any discussion; but the 
questions of emancipation and abolition having 
been forced upon this House in various forms by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Exior,} 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Sre- 


VENS,] the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Love- | 


Joy,} the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Bineuam,] 
and others professing similar sentiments, at a time 
like the awful present, involving issues so vital 
and important, plain good intention, a wish to 


prevent any misconstruction of the views of my | 
constituents, and an earnest desire for the welfare | 


of my country, are the only motives that prompt 
me to trespass for a few moments on the attention 
of this House. 

If there ever was an occasion that called for an 
exalted conception of public affairs, or for a su- 
perhuman effort to cast aside the bonds of fanat- 


It is with great reluctance that | 
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/icism and stand before the world a patriot, nota 
partisan, itis the present. We never have seen, 
and I trust to God we never will see again, such 
a crisis. Everything that makes life desirable is 
depending on the fortune of war; but the result of 


|| that war rests with our loyal people. 


Those measures advocating the abolition of sla- 
very involve and virtually ask the question, shall 
the Government be maintained and the Union pre- 
served? They present themselves at the bar of 


| this House clad in the borrowed garments of ne- 
~ ‘wae 
|| cessity. They bear beneath their deceptive folds 


| a swoml drawn to destroy and sever the Union— 


i! a shield to shelter and defend the beloved African. 


| They are, Mr. Chairman, wolves in sheep’s cloth- 
ing. 

The fact that these extreme measures are totally 
| unconstitutional is perhaps sufficient to condemn 
| them; but there is nothing in the Constitution that 
gives them even the shadow ofa foundation. This 
| is acontest to uphold and maintain, not to destroy 

and overthrow the Constitution. The American 
Union can exist no longer than the Constitution 
|} remains safe from the insidious attacks of these 


|| abolition doctrines. If we give up our defense of 
the Constitution, or yield one inch of the sacred 
territory upon which we take our stand, we seal 
our own fate, are accessory to our owif insignifi- 
cance, and aid in our own destruction. If I un- 
derstand, sir, anything of the object of this war, 
it is designed for the preservation of the country, 
and not for its destruction; yet you propose to 
annihilate the great institution of the South that 
you may preserve the South. How can you pre- 
serve the whole by destroying any part! But you 
may be willing to sacrifice, if necessury, a part, to 
|| save the rest. 

For myself, I want far, far stronger proof that 
| emancipation or abolition is a necessity. I can- 
not now be made to believe that it is necessary 
to make the slaves our allies in suppressing this 
rebellion. 

This is not a war for the destruction and de- 
population of the South, but a war to preserve 
the South, and restore it to the protection of the 
Government and the laws. 

Since all our acts have such an influence on the 
existence of our nation, it is necessary that we 
|| should look at the effeet of our measures. 

‘|| What, then, would be the effect of the adoption 
of these abolition schemes ? 

And here the book of fate is opened to us so 
|| wide that he who cannot draw from it instruc- 
|| tion and warning must be blind indeed. 
| Though I think that the advocates of these meas- 
| ures err in their judgment, still | have the charity 
| to believe in the rectitude of their intentions. But 
| the effects of this policy are so certain that they 
seem to me to be evident to almost dullness itself. 

The universal condemnation with which this 
emancipation doctrine has been received in Ken- 
tucky, Missouri, and Tennessee, is a sufficient in- 
dex of its effect in the rest of the southern States. 
| Men that were formerly Union men have actually 
|| been driven to take up arms and join the rebel 

army. We find that on the very be that Gen- 
eral Frémont’s cloven foot was shown, there were 
three thousand enlistments in General Price’s rebel 
army. From escaped and released prisoners, from 
deserters from the rebel army, from a hundred 














that it is the general impression of the South that 
this war has for its direct object the emancipa- 
tion of the slaves. However much we may dis- 
|| claim such a policy, still that does not alter the 
fact that such an impression prevails. The sol- 
diers and people derive these impressions from 
theirleaders; but the truth cannot be shut out from 
the people for any great length of time. 

Now, if these rumors are without foundation 
they must fall to the ground, and when they do 
they bury their authors in the ruins. 

There are thousands at the South who cannot 
thus be misled by the leaders who are compelled 
to occupy a neutral position. But give these re- 
ports the shadow of a foundation in fact; let this 
abolition policy be adopted, and the South will 
be united heart and hand in one unanimous effort 
to establish their house upon a rock. 





| quires ail the strength of the Government to main- 
| tain itself against the attacks of those actually 
|| rebelling, but yet you seem determined to inspire 
them with greater strength. 


sources, we have an unlimited ameunt of proof 


It has been sufficiently demonstrated that it re- 
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la mt the propo ition of the honorable gene“ 
tleman from Massachusetts, that this war “fis a 
question whether the Government or the rebels 


shall be stronger.”? [think it has been sufficiently 
well demonstrated that the southerners are valiant 
fichting men, and that it requires all the giant 
power of the North to cope with them. Then, 
vation is doubtful, it is the heizht 
to throw into the balance 
all the hatred, all the vigor, all the 
strength of fecling in the southern heart. To say 
the least, it is not according to the dictates of 
nse to make bad worse by driving the 
entire South to arms. Such measures a® these 
will convince them that fanaticism rules the coun- 
cils of the nation, and will animate, nerve, and 

enethen them in their efforts to build on the 
ruins of the American Union a southern confed- 
eracy—a monument to our insane and suicidal 
policy. 

Since these meusures will insure a united and 
exasperated South, why do you hasten to destroy 


sir, When our sa 
of folly and blindne 


arainst us 


common sé 


all that is desirable in the present that some imag- 
inary good may be secured in the futare? When 
we show to the South the utter want of a founda- 
tion for their delusion; that we are not enslaved 


by the insane measures promulgated by the abo- 


litionists; that we worship our country, but not 
abolitionism, then, sir, we will rob them of one 
half their streneth, and break the strongest sword 
drawn to ver the Union. If we utterly rout 
these measures, and proclaim to the South that 


loyalty is to be majntained, disloyalty subdued, 
we will create a political revolution in our favor; 
surely a result devoutly to be wished. Thus we 
will put those actually rebelling in such an odious 
hight that they cannot possibly maintain the for- 
midable front they now present, but will be com- 
pelled to succumb to the powerful reaction of the 
outhern people. Bat if we drive them into a po- 

on which they do not now oceupy, if we are 
determined to make the entire South our mortal 
foe, then should the whole North rise in mass and 
erush the ye ople of the South. Let me tell you, | 
at that late hour we would find, to our sorrow, 
that **he who overcomes by force alone hath 
overcome but half his foe.?? ~ 

But how will these measures affect the state of 
affairs at the North? In the anxiety for the de- | 
velopments of the future, in the terrible suspense 
of the present, all have forgotten the past. The | 
loyal men of the North have cast aside all party 
prejudice. They have forgotten the mottoes daubed 
on the tissue banners of partisanship. ‘They have 
buried the hatchet, and united in this effort to 
maintain the Government. Party has been swal- | 
lowed up in the broad stream of patriotism that 
surrounds our country. Why are you so anx- 
ious, at such a time as this, to dig up the buried 


’ 


hatchet, and fulfill the earnest expectation of the || 


South, by making a divided North? The fabric 
of a southern confederacy, built by the wicked 
imaginations of men deluded by a false ambition, 
was founded on the expectation of aid from for- | 
eign Powers and the hope of a divided North. 
Since one half of the foundation has vanished, it 
remains with you to withdraw the other half, and 
dash the proud fabric to the dust. Why do you 
oppose and tre to unsettle the noble principle of | 
action adopted by the President, to whom all eyes 
are turncd, and in whom all hopes are concen- 
trated? ‘The loyal men of the country leok to the 
Administration to defend the Constitution, and 
not turn their armies into a band of crusaders 
against the institauon of negro slavery; and, sir, 
let me tel! you the will of millions of patriots is 
no thing to trifle with. 

The Democratic Union party now,as heretofore, 
insists en the enforcement of the laws throuchout | 
all this country, and they rejoice in supporting, 
with heart and hand, a President who seems de- 
termined to fulfill bis oath of office, and to preserve 
the Union by maintaining the Constitution. Let 
them never see a desertion from the cause of the 
Union, or this noble struggle converted into a John 
Brown foray; then, sit, the abolitionists will have 
to fight their own battles, or follow an illustrious 
example and resort to insane asylums. 

Sir, the nation looks to the President to stand 
unmoved by either of the factions, North or South. | 
He must conquer the faction at the South that are 
trying to overthrow the Constitution by substitut- | 
ing one of their own making, and that faction at | 
the North who are trying to subvert the Constitu- 
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tion by applying the power of the nation to carry 
out their abolition schemes. 

The adoption of this policy will as surely cause 
a division at the Northas thatasun shines in the 
heavens. It should be our chief aim, for our sal- 
vation depends upon it, to keep the North united 
and divide the South. Yet the certain result of 
these measures will be to unite the South and di- 
vide the North. ‘* United we stand; divided we 
fall!’?? The heart of the people must be in this 
mighty struggle. They must be attached to the 
Government, the leaders of the Army, the com- 
manders of the Navy. Their affections must be 
anchored deep in the foundation of our sacred in- 
stitutions. With this, we are safe and victorious 
arainst every foe; without it, the Government 
would beanumber of tottering columns; the Army 
a miserable rabble; the Navy but a floating mass 
of rotten timber. Why will you shatter the won- 
derful confidence the people have placed in the 
Government? When the nation ts rising in its 
strength, and every preparation is made to bring 


| the war to a successful termination, and every- 
| thing is conspiring to make easy the way to con- 


ciliation, when success is almost in our grasp, by 


| resorting to these desperate measures, you block 


up forever the road to victory 
If these are the facts of the case, and I know 
not who can deny them, how utterly absurd does 
such a policy appear! With what confusion 
should its advocates be covered ! 
Is there not some chosen curse, 
Some hidden thunder in the stores of heaven, 
Red with uncommon wrath, to blast the man 
Who owes his greatness to his country’s ruin?” 
The gentlemen seem to lose sight of the object 
of this war. It would be well to determine what 
this contest was commenced for. Was it not be- 
cause the traitors of the South attempted to sup- 
plant the Constitution of the United States by one 
they had framed for themselves? Since the day 
our nation’s flag fell, ** fluttering like a wounded 
bird,’’ on the ramparts of Sumter, seven hundred 


| thousand freemen have drawn the sword to avenge 





the insult, and maintain that banner as the em- 
blem of the Union. Our patriot soldiers, who 
have taken their lives in their hands, have goue 
forth in defense of the Union; that, sir, being their 
sole object, not to advance any single doctrine or 
to establish any theory. When these men hear 


that their lives are endangered not for the Union, || 


but to supply the slaves with knives to cut their 
masters’ throats, then will they, in the might of 
their indignation, rise and tell you that they never 
trusted their lives to your care thus to be sacri- 
ficed for the liberation of the * almighty nigger.”’ 
They swore to maintain and not to overthrow the 
Constitution of the United States. 

Mr. Chairman, I never can consent that the 
armies sacred to the cause of the Union, the Con- 
stitution, and the rights of man, should be used 


|| to violate those first principles; to crush the loyal | 
|| as well as the disloyal, and to overthrow where | 


they should build up. Never shall I consent that 
our Army of freemen shall be converted into so 
many John Browns. Ye who so loudly cried *‘not 
guilty’’ when thatinfernal insurrection was started 
at Harper’s Ferry, why now are you so anxious 
to carry On the same losurrection on a magnificent 
scale? Why do you strive to shield with the man- 
Ue of military glory such a monstrous national 
crime? In the words of the honorable gentleman 


from Kansas, (stiguriy modified,) ** estrange- | 


ment and war will always exist while abolition 
survives. The extincticn of this evil is the only 
final end of disunion. The question therefore is, 
whether our Government shall be saved or de- 
stroyed; whether Union shall be its object, and 
wace its fruits, or abolition its object, and war its 
aleful offspring.’’ Sir, it is this doctrine of abo- 
lition that has driven us into the war; and yet its 
advocates flag not in advancing this pernicious 


theory. In spite of the unavoidable proof ofall this; | 
in spite of the awful danger we are in because of | 


them; they are determined to obtain the suprem- 
acy, that they may carry out their fatal system, 
and then exult over the ruin they have made. Let 
us be thorough in our lustration, and tear from 
the hideous face of abolition the deceptive mask 


of emancipation; let us bury itin one and the same | 


grave with rts colleague, disunion. 

But, Mr. Chairman, I neither wish at this time 
to open old wounds, nor to enter into a discussion 
about the causes of this war. Itis enough to know 
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that the evils are upon us, and it becomes ys 
as the arbiters of the destinies of this Republic 
to strip off all vails that contract or impede our 
vision. Honorable, indeed, is it to be a nation’s 
physician; and when a country is struggling with 
a disease that threatens its very life, ill does it be. 
come us to discuss, with professional skill, the 
cause of the malady, and overlook the groaninos 
calls for relief. It is our imperative duty to pre- 
scribe the proper medicine, and in sufficient quan- 
tities to save the life of our country. Havin 
done this, it will then be time enough to invegt;. 
gate the cause, and guard against a recurrence of 
the malady. 

Since, then, our Constitution has been vitally 
assailed, let us first decide whether or not it shal! 
be trampled under foot, and spit upon; and not 
stop to discuss these side issues, when the very 
pillars of our Government are tottering around ys 
Instead of closing the breach that now yawns be- 
tween the North and the South, it will widen and 
deepen it. If it be your object to bury in the 
same grave loyalty and disloyalty, pass these 
measures, and you will accomplish your ends, 

But, if you love your country better than the 
nigger, the Union better than party, drop these 
diverting, ruinous measures, and let the whole 
| united strength of the nation be used to accom. 

plish the object of all these efforts; and when the 

Union is again restored to its former safety , they 

introduce your other measures, and we will try to 

settle them. Why will you allow the African to 
|| eastsuch a black shadow over your minds that you 
cannot get a single unclouded peep at the Union? 
Do not, | beseech you, look at everything through 
such black and deceptive spectacles. For the sake 
of your country, turn your eyes away from the 
| negro, if only fora few short months, and let pa- 
triots see the Union restored; then I care not how 
divided we are in sentiment, nor how much you ex- 
| toland eulogize the dark object of your affections. 

I do not wonder that the advocates of emanci- 
pation are at a loss to know what to do with the 
immense burden that they propose to carry. | 
| do not wonder that they propose so many and 
| such impracticable methods of relief, Already 
have many of the States, whose Representatives 
on this floor are loudest in their appeals for eman- 
cipation and abolition, cruelly closed their doors 
|| against the unfortunate African. 

I send to the Clerk’s desk, to be read in the 
hearing of this House, and to go forth to the world 
| as evidence of the truthfulness of such heartfelt 

sympathy, extracts from the laws of Indiana and 
Illinois: 
The Clerk read, as follows: 


**Sec. 1. No negro or mulatto shall come into or settle 
in the State after the adoption of this constitution. 

* Sec. 2. All contracts made with any negro or mulatto 
|| coming into the State contrary to the provisions of the tore 
| going section shall be void; and any person whio shall em 
ploy such negro or mulatto, or otherwise encourage him to 
remain in the State, shall be fined in any sum not less than 
ten dollars nor more than $500. 

* Sec. 3. All fines which may be collected fora violation 
| of the provisions of this article, or of any law which may 
hereafter be passed for the purpose of carrying the same 
into execution, shall be set apart and appropriated for the 
colonization of such negroes and mulattoes and their de 
scendants as may be in the State at the adoption of this 
constitution, and may be willing to emigrate. 
| “Sec. 4. The General Assembly shall pass laws to carry 
| outthe provisions of this article.’’— Constitution of Indiane, 
art. 13. 

“ Sec. 6. All contracts made with negroes or mulittoes 
| who shall have eome into the State of Indiana subsequent 
to tue Ist day of November, A. D. 1851, are hereby deciared 
null and void. 

‘Sec. 7. Any person who shall employ a negro or mu- 
latto who sball have come into the State of Indiana subse- 
queut to the 31st day of October, in the year 1851, or shall 
hereafter come into the said State, or who shal] encourage 
such negro or mulatto to remain.in the State, shall be fined 
in any suin not less than ten dollars nor more than $o00.””— 
in act to enforce the thirteenth article of the Constitution 
of Indiana. 

“The General Assembly shall at its first session under 
the amended constitution pass such laws as will effectually 
prohibit free persons of color from immigrating to and set 
tling in this State, and to effectually prevent the owners 0! 








setting them free.’’—Constitution of Illinois, art. 14. 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Chairman, the extracts read 
fully illustrate, in the most satisfactory manner, 
the pure and deep feeling, and kind and benevo- 
lent intentions of the gentlemen referred to; and 
are proof positive, no doubt, of the high-toned 
sentiments and opinions of the constituents they 
so earnestly and faithfully represent. pete. 
|| tainly require no further comment from me. They 
‘| carry their own commendation. 
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